
L-003-001

WSDOT has continued to coordinate with the City of Medina to facilitate

clarity between the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and

HOV Project and the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and

HOV Project as the two projects relate to City staff and contractors.

The Evergreen Point Road lid would be constructed as part of the

Medina to SR 202 project. For construction sequencing and anticipated

timing of that project, please see pages 4-21 through 4-22 of the SR 520,

Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project Environmental

Assessment, which can be accessed at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/EastsideEA.htm.

Construction of the Medina to SR 202 project would overlap with, and

would be coordinated with, the east approach portion of the I-5 to

Medina project.

Please see page 6-11 of the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement

and HOV Project SDEIS, which outlined the closure of the Evergreen

Point Freeway Station and stated that the 92nd Avenue NE stop may

have to accommodate the additional ridership. The conclusion presented

in the SDEIS indicated that transit riders may experience increased

travel times. Please see the Final Transportation Discipline Report

(Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for a discussion of project effects on

transit, including the anticipated closure of the Evergreen Point Freeway

Station.
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L-003-002

WSDOT continues to coordinate with the City of Medina through a series

of meetings intended to inform the City as project design and delivery

methods progress and provide opportunities for discussion. Project

design oversight and processes and construction management will be

defined as part of the construction contract(s) awarded for the SR 520, I-

5 to Medina project. The project NEPA documents disclose the effects

anticipated from construction and operation of the project and outline

minimization and mitigation commitments regardless of the delivery

method. Permit stipulations will also specify mitigation requirements for

the project, ranging from specific actions to performance-based

measures, depending on the intended outcome. As with all of its

projects, WSDOT and its contractors will continue to work with affected

municipalities to identify the proper channels of communication during

construction and to comply with all permit conditions and applicable

commitments.

 

L-003-003

Compatibility with residential uses will be demonstrated at the time a

shoreline conditional use permit application is submitted. For an

evaluation of effects on the shoreline zone, please see the Ecosystems

Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the SDEIS) and the Ecosystems

Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS). The

proposed width and overall square footage of the maintenance dock will

be evaluated for reasonableness and consistency with the Medina

Shoreline Management Master Program. Nearshore effects of the

proposed dock and wave barrier were evaluated in the Ecosystems

Discipline Report and updated for the Preferred Alternative in the

Ecosystems Discipline Report Addendum. The Preferred Alternative

does not include a wave barrier. WSDOT also will take into consideration

the City’s construction mitigation program.

 

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



L-003-004

The NEPA documentation for the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project assumes

that the Medina to SR 202 project will be in progress or completed

before the SR 520 I-5 to Medina project improvements are completed. In

the event of a change in budget or delivery schedule resulting in a delay

to construction of the Evergreen Point Road lid, an environmental re-

evaluation may be necessary to address any contingency plans. For

more information on construction of the Evergreen Point Road lid, please

see the response to comment L-003-001.

 

L-003-005

WSDOT will comply with applicable City of Medina regulations for

construction staging areas and haul routes.

 

L-003-006

Effects on the Eastside are discussed in the Environmental Assessment

for the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project.

Please reference this document at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/EastsideEA.htm.

 

L-003-007

Since the SDEIS was published, WSDOT has completed additional

geotechnical investigations, the results of which are being used to

evaluate and refine the design of the east approach and bridge

maintenance facility. Please see the Geology and Soils Discipline Report

Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for discussions about

construction and operational effects of these facilities on surrounding

steep slopes and groundwater resources. Permit applications will fully

address the I-5 to Medina project elements and provide the necessary

level of detail to meet regulatory requirements. WSDOT will comply with

all applicable City of Medina regulations.
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L-003-008

WSDOT will request a substantial development permit for the east

approach and floating bridge construction.

 

L-003-009

The travel demand model referred to in Chapter 5 of the SDEIS was

validated to a screenline level, rather than an arterial level, consistent

with standard practices. A screenline is an imaginary line across a

section of freeway or arterials. Screenlines are often used in traffic

analyses to determine how much volume is entering or existing particular

area based on how much traffic crosses the screenline (see Chapter 4,

including the text box on page 4-5 of the Transportation Discipline

Report in Attachment 7 of the SDEIS for further explanation). Because

the model was validated at a screenline level, WSDOT identified a

general growth rate for each interchange area.

However, to develop the turn movement, ramp, and corridor forecasts,

the general growth rate was broken into several “layers.” Each ramp is

an independent layer, and the local trips (trips that do not access SR

520) are another layer. For example, at the Montlake/Lake Washington

Boulevard local network, there would be seven layers (six ramps, plus

local) of volumes forecasted. WSDOT developed on-ramp and off-ramp

forecasts (growth rates for on- and off- ramps differ from each other),

then distributed this volume onto the local system based on logical traffic

patterns. For instance, an off-ramp trip would not distribute directly back

onto the freeway. Then, another growth rate was applied to local trips.

Summing all these layers together resulted in the total volume in and out

of the interchange area, which corresponds to the general growth rate

identified initially. However, each turn movement and the various travel

patterns would have unique growth patterns. Thus, the analysis

accounted for different rates of growth for specific movements.
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L-003-010

WSDOT is actively working with the City of Medina to provide public

access along the shoreline area in the vicinity of the new bridge

maintenance facility and the new east approach. As the design

progresses, WSDOT will continue to work with the City of Medina to

balance infrastructure maintenance requirements with the City's vision

for public access to shorelines and trail and park connectivity.

 

L-003-011

The referenced text is in the description of visual quality effects. Any

vegetation and tree clearing effects resulting from the SR 520, I-5 to

Medina project adjacent to Fairweather Park would be within the existing

WSDOT right-of-way. WSDOT does not anticipate effects to occur

outside of the existing right-of-way. The environmental documentation for

the SR 520, Medina to SR 202 project addressed anticipated effects

associated with that project, and most of the effects anticipated in the

City of Medina would be a result of the SR 520, Medina to SR 202

project. WSDOT will continue to work with the City of Medina on

landscape design and screening for the project.  WSDOT will comply

with applicable regulations of the City of Medina, and WSDOT will

coordinate further with the City on this issue as design development

progresses and permitting is initiated for the I-5 to Medina project.

 

L-003-012

For discussion of effects on the Eastside, please refer to the Medina to

SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project Environmental Assessment,

available at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/EastsideEA.htm.

 

L-003-013

On pages 10-39 and 10-40, the Transportation Discipline Report, notes

that the 92nd Avenue NE Freeway Transit Station could be used to
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provide access to routes traveling between the University District and the

Eastside during temporary closure of the Evergreen Point Freeway

Station. Effects on transit during construction were refined and reported

in more detail for the Preferred Alternative. Please see Chapter 10 of the

Final Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for

more information.

WSDOT will continue to coordinate with the transit agencies, including

Sound Transit, to develop a plan for managing effects on transit access

and routes during construction. The WSDOT construction traffic

management process, which includes ongoing multi-agency coordination

throughout construction, identifies construction conditions on short- and

long-term timelines and addresses them through established

coordination and communication procedures.

 

L-003-014

During construction of the I-5 to Medina project, truck haul traffic on the

Eastside could intermittently affect portions of Medina streets near the

SR 520 corridor. In some cases, for example, trucks departing the

construction site would access local streets for short distances to

execute a turn after loading or unloading, or travel through SR 520

interchanges to turn and travel in the opposite direction on SR 520.

Exhibit 10-7 in the SDEIS Transportation Discipline Report presented

information on expected truck trips using SR 520 to access the east

approach area during construction. Please see the Final Transportation

Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for additional and

updated information about truck access and truck trip estimates in the

east approach area. This new information is based on changes to project

staging and further coordination with the Medina to SR 202 project.

With respect to operational (long-term, post-construction) effects, it

should be noted that the street segments and intersections mentioned in

this comment are not within the local transportation study area for the I-5

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



to Medina project. Using standard methods, WSDOT  determined the

local transportation study area for the Final EIS by comparing the

modeled change in peak-hour traffic volumes on local streets between

the No Build Alternative and the Preferred Alternative. The local study

area includes only intersections where traffic volumes would increase by

more than 5 percent. This percentage was selected as the criterion

because a change in traffic of 5 percent could result in measurable

operational changes. If traffic volume increases on adjacent streets were

calculated to be less than 5 percent, the intersection is not included in

the analysis. Thus, with the Preferred Alternative, all intersections not

included in the local study area would experience an overall change in

traffic volumes of less than 5 percent during the a.m. and p.m. peak

hours.

 

L-003-015

WSDOT will coordinate closely with local jurisdictions and utilities

throughout project design and construction. Please see Chapter 6 of the

Final EIS for discussions about maintaining existing services during

construction and coordination with utility providers and fire departments,

which are paramount considerations.

Design details such as irrigation supplies and systems for lid landscaping

will be addressed during engineering design and construction planning.

WSDOT does not anticipate that SR 520, I-5 to Medina project operation

would affect the existing water supply sufficiently to warrant a NEPA-

level analysis. WSDOT will continue to coordinate closely with the City of

Medina and affected utilities during project design and construction.

Although some utility relocations would be addressed within the context

of existing franchise agreements (in cases where utilities have such

agreements with WSDOT), WSDOT does not intend or anticipate major

shifts in fiscal responsibility, such as transfers of costs to local rate

payers.
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L-003-016

To the greatest extent possible, WSDOT will access SR 520, I-5 to

Medina project work sites directly from the SR 520 right-of-way. WSDOT

will comply with municipal regulations and permitting requirements,

including City of Medina restrictions that apply to operations outside of

the WSDOT right-of-way. WSDOT is aware of municipal restrictions and

will coordinate with the City of Medina to address identified concerns.

 

L-003-017

Comment noted.
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