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The Final EIS acknowledges Lake Washington Boulevard as a

designated park boulevard, and all discipline report amendments

properly refer to Lake Washington Boulevard as a park boulevard. Since

the SDEIS was published, WSDOT has performed additional analysis of

Lake Washington Boulevard and has prepared a determination of

eligibility for the boulevard, based on an in-depth analysis and review,

recommending Lake Washington Boulevard from Madison Street to

Northeast Pacific Street as individually eligible for listing in the National

Register of Historic Places. The boulevard is also recommended as a

contributing element to both the Washington Park Arboretum and the

Montlake Historic District. The Washington State Department of

Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) concurred with this

eligibility determination in August 2010.

Lake Washington Boulevard will not be used as an extended freeway

ramp. Westbound SR 520 traffic will access the boulevard via a new

intersection located on the Montlake lid at 24th Avenue East. The

Preferred Alternative reduces impacts on the park boulevard through a

number of design elements, which are described in Chapter 2 of the

Final EIS.

The Preferred Alternative reduces trip volumes on Lake Washington

Boulevard in the Arboretum compared to the No Build Alternative. Under

the Preferred Alternative in 2030, a.m. peak hour volumes on Lake

Washington Boulevard through the Arboretum would be 1,330 vehicles

per hour, compared to 1,950 vehicles per hour with the No Build

Alternative. P.m. peak hour volumes would be 1,410 vehicles per hour

compared to 1,730 with the No Build Alternative. More specific traffic

volume forecasts for Lake Washington Boulevard under the Preferred

Alternative are in the Final Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment

7 to the Final EIS).
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SDEIS exhibits that labeled various portions of Lake Washington

Boulevard were accurate. According to the King County Assessor, Lake

Washington Boulevard from where it exits the Arboretum to its

intersection with East Roanoke Street is formally designated 26th

Avenue East.
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After the SDEIS was published, the Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill

(ESSB) 6392 Workgroup was commissioned to provide regional entities

with an opportunity to refine components of the project, including design

refinements, transit connections, and the plan for the Montlake

Interchange. The participants, including technical staff from the Seattle

Office of the Mayor, the Seattle City Council, WSDOT, King County

Metro, Sound Transit, and the University of Washington, have further

evaluated and refined the design for the Montlake Interchange and for

the on-ramps at Montlake Boulevard.

The Preferred Alternative would remove one Montlake Boulevard median

between East Hamlin Street and SR 520 and replace it with a context-

sensitive median. WSDOT would mitigate the removal of the Parks

Department median with the measures specified in the Programmatic

Agreement (Attachment 9 to the Final EIS).

The Preferred Alternative also modifies the Option A footprint through

the Arboretum and over Foster Island to reduce potential effects while

continuing to satisfy the project purpose and need. WSDOT worked to

reduce the footprint of the project and the impact on wetlands wherever

possible while accommodating potential future light rail in the corridor.

Due to design accommodations for potential future light rail, the

Preferred Alternative would shade a larger area of Union Bay wetlands

than would Option A. with the Preferred Alternative, the total area of

right-of-way required in the Arboretum would be less than under the

SDEIS design options. Appropriate mitigation will be provided. See the
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Ecosystems Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS)

for discussion of effects on wetlands and how they will be mitigated.
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The Montlake lid is intended to function as a vehicle and pedestrian

crossing, a landscaped area, and open space. The lid design includes

multiple traffic management and traffic calming strategies, along with a

number of bicycle and pedestrian routes. Design and treatment for the lid

were developed through the ESSB 6392 workgroup process and further

coordination with the City of Seattle and surrounding communities.

Design refinements from the ESSB 6392 Workgroup have been

incorporated into the Montlake Interchange design and are discussed in

the Final EIS.

The Lake Washington Boulevard ramps have been removed from the

design for the Montlake Interchange. The elimination of these ramps

reduces the footprint of the SR 520 mainline in the Montlake area. As a

result of design refinements and recommendations from the ESSB 6392

Workgroup, traffic volumes on Lake Washington Boulevard under the

Preferred Alternative would be notably less than those under the No

Build Alternative.

 

C-024-004

Since the SDEIS was published, WSDOT has identified a Preferred

Alternative which is evaluated in the Final EIS and in the final discipline

reports and discipline report addenda. The Preferred Alternative is

similar to Option A, but includes design refinements that would improve

mobility and safety while reducing adverse effects more fully than would

Option A or Option A with suboptions.

In addition to design refinements, transit connections, and the plan for

the Montlake Interchange, the ESSB 6392 Workgroup focused on ways

to improve the configuration of the SR 520 on-ramps and neighborhood
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lids. WSDOT has incorporated these recommended features in the

Preferred Alternative. Additionally, WSDOT is actively coordinating with

the Arboretum and Botanical Garden Committee and City of Seattle to

create a traffic management plan for the Arboretum, emphasizing the

portion of Lake Washington Boulevard passing through the Arboretum

and including traffic calming measures and traffic management options.
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