
C-026-001

WSDOT recognizes cyclists as users of the Evergreen Point Bridge and

as important participants in the public process for the SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project. WSDOT will continue to

engage cyclists in the public process of the project.

WSDOT received a number of comments in support of and in opposition

to Options A, K, and L, as well as the related suboptions. These remarks

are summarized in the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact

Statement Summary of Comments, available at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/SDEIS.htm. Since the

SDEIS was published, FHWA and WSDOT have developed a Preferred

Alternative that is similar to Option A, but incorporates design

refinements that respond to both community and stakeholder reaction to

the SDEIS. The modifications included in the Preferred Alternative are

intended to reduce the environmental effects presented in the SDEIS

while meeting the purpose and need for the project.

In early 2010, the Washington State Legislature passed and Governor

Gregoire signed Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392, which

directs WSDOT to work collaboratively with the City of Seattle and other

regional agencies to refine components of the Preferred Alternative,

including design refinements and transit connections. The ESSB 6392

process involved the City of Seattle Pedestrian Advisory Board and

Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board to develop design refinements for bicycle

and pedestrian facilities. The resulting design refinements are described

in the ESSB 6392: Design Refinements and Transit Connections

Workgroup Recommendations Report (Attachment 16 to the Final EIS).

The ESSB 6392 workgroup process has assisted with refinement of the

Preferred Alternative design evaluated in the Final EIS, and the

workgroup recommendations will continue to shape the project as further

project development occurs.
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C-026-002

The Preferred Alternative includes a revised and expanded Montlake lid,

nearly 1,400 feet in length. Design refinements would also improve

bicycle and pedestrian connectivity and safety in the SR 520 corridor.

With the Preferred Alternative, bicycle connections would be improved

by addition of a regional trail across the floating bridge; a proposed

undercrossing beneath SR 520 between the Washington Park

Arboretum and East Montlake Park; and an undercrossing beneath

Montlake Boulevard connecting the new regional trail to the Bill Dawson

Trail. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for descriptions of the

bicycle and pedestrian paths and connections that are part of the SR

520, I-5 to Medina project. Recommended improvements that would be

under the jurisdiction of the City of Seattle include a connection between

the regional trail on SR 520 and the new bascule bridge, which would

include bicycle and pedestrian improvements along Montlake Boulevard.

Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred

Alternative and Chapter 7 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report

(Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for discussion of effects on nonmotorized

travel. Please also see the ESSB 6392: Design Refinements and Transit

Connections Workgroup Recommendations Report in Attachment 16 to

the Final EIS.

 

C-026-003

WSDOT has reduced the footprint of the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project

wherever possible while complying with safety and operational standards

(please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS). The width of the corridor

enables the bridge to meet Federal Highway Administration safety

standards and accommodates the addition of HOV lanes and improved

transit infrastructure. Because of this, it is not possible for the project and

its associated interchanges to remain within the existing SR 520

footprint.

The Preferred Alternative would reduce effects on the Washington Park
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Arboretum by removing the existing Lake Washington Boulevard

eastbound on-ramp and westbound off-ramp and the R.H. Thomson

Expressway ramps. Access to Lake Washington Boulevard by

westbound SR 520 traffic would be moved to a new intersection located

on the Montlake Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue East.

 

C-026-004

WSDOT strives to deliver effective transportation solutions while

minimizing effects on the community and natural environs as required by

law. Once completed, the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project would improve

mobility, access, neighborhood connectivity, air quality, and water quality

in the project area. The environmental review process as guided by the

National and State Environmental Policy Acts is a disclosure process

intended to ensure that the consequences and benefits of a proposed

project are fully considered and weighed with needs and purpose of

transportation.

The Energy Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS)

describes the effect of the Preferred Alternative on greenhouse gas

emissions. In comparison to No Build Alternative, the project would

reduce greenhouse gas emissions within the project area. Please see

Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the planning process for

the Preferred Alternative and for further discussion of project alternatives

in relation to NEPA analysis. Also see the discussion in Section 5.9

about how the project relates to regional goals to reduce greenhouse

gas emissions.
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As part of the ESSB 6392 process, WSDOT coordinated with Sound

Transit, King County Metro Transit, the City of Seattle, and the University

of Washington during the refinement of the Preferred Alternative. This

coordination ensures that the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project will not

adversely affect transit, pedestrian, and nonmotorized facilities and
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operations at the future Montlake Multimodal Center (currently known as

the Montlake Triangle), nor will it preclude future transit facility and

service improvements. The Preferred Alternative would improve transit

reliability in this area by providing HOV lanes on Montlake Boulevard

between SR 520 and the Montlake Triangle and direct access HOV

ramps to and from the east.

The ESSB 6392 workgroup considered priority treatments for transit in

the project area and the Montlake corridor. The workgroup process

resulted in a number of recommendations for improving transit speed

and reliability between East Roanoke Street and the Montlake

Multimodal Center. Furthermore, since the SDEIS was published,

WSDOT has evaluated transit signal priority within the Montlake

interchange area, in collaboration with the City of Seattle, King County

Metro Transit, and Sound Transit. New traffic signal controller equipment

would be compatible with transit signal priority equipment where it is

currently provided:  

NE Pacific Place/Montlake Boulevard NE•

Montlake Boulevard NE northbound at East Shelby Street•

Existing transit queue jump lanes on NE Pacific Place eastbound (also

for 3+HOV) and Montlake Boulevard southbound would be retained.

Traffic signal controllers with the capability to include transit signal

priority would also be provided at:

Montlake Boulevard NE southbound at East Shelby Street•

Montlake Boulevard NE/HOV Direct Access road•

NE 24th/HOV Direct Access road•

Modifications for the Preferred Alternative also include changes to the

Montlake Boulevard interchange and lid to better accommodate transit.
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Bus stops on the lid would accommodate both eastbound and

westbound buses, replacing the current Montlake Freeway Transit

Station stops for buses traveling between the University District and the

Eastside. University Link light-rail service is expected to be operational in

2016 and would accommodate some of the trips that now use these

stops. Please see Chapter 8 of the Final Transportation Discipline

Report for a discussion of which transit facilities are included in the

Preferred Alternative as a result of the coordination efforts, and an

updated evaluation of the effect of removing the Montlake Freeway

Transit Station. The evaluation includes a discussion of changes to

transit facilities and rider connections/transfers within the Montlake area.

For additional information about the changes to nonmotorized facilities

and connectivity, please see Chapter 7 of the Final Transportation

Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS). WSDOT is also

coordinating with transit agencies to evaluate the potential for allowing all

SR 520 buses to exit to the Montlake lid during the off-peak hours to

provide a higher level of transit service in the vicinity.

 

C-026-006

The ESSB 6392 workgroup considered priority treatments for transit

between East Roanoke Street and the future Montlake Multimodal

Center, including along the 23rd Avenue corridor. Additional transit

priority treatments beyond those included with the SR 520, I-5 to Medina

project could be implemented by the City of Seattle and King County

Metro Transit. Please see the ESSB 6392: Design Refinements and

Transit Connections Workgroup Recommendations Report (Attachment

16 to the Final EIS) for more information.
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WSDOT has coordinated with Sound Transit on compatibility with
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potential future light-rail infrastructure. In comparison to the design

options presented in the SDEIS, the Preferred Alternative would have

enhanced compatibility with potential future light rail, which could be

accommodated either by converting the HOV lanes for rail use or by

adding light-rail only lanes. Because rail transit in the SR 520 corridor is

not programmed in current regional transit plans, the responsible agency

would need to undergo an extensive planning and environmental review

process prior to implementation of any future project to add rail in the

corridor.

 

C-026-008

Please see the response to comment C-026-001 for information on

WSDOT’s coordination with City of Seattle and other stakeholders to

refine the Preferred Alternative. Design refinements in the Preferred

Alternative to allow for future light-rail infrastructure include a wider gap

between the eastbound and westbound structures in the west approach

area. The Preferred Alternative would also include a managed shoulder

on the Portage Bay Bridge, rather than an auxiliary lane to reduce the

width in this area in comparison to Option A.
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