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The project scope and preliminary design have changed considerably

since the Draft EIS stage of the project, and since publication of the

SDEIS, WSDOT has identified a Preferred Alternative which is similar to

Option A, but with a number of design refinements. The trails on Foster

Island will not be changed to bicycle trails as a result of the SR 520

project.  See Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred

Alternative.

Note that in early 2010, the Washington State Legislature passed and

Governor Gregoire signed Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB)

6392.  ESSB 6392 directs WSDOT to develop a mitigation plan for the

Washington Park Arboretum. Final recommendations from the

workgroup include design modifications to minimize facility effects on the

Arboretum and traffic management ideas. An Arboretum Mitigation Plan

(Attachment 9 of the Final EIS) was also developed as a result of ESSB

6392, and identifies projects that could mitigate for project effects on the

Washington Park Arboretum. 

There are no bicycle/pedestrian paths proposed for 37th Avenue or 43rd

Avenue.  Please see Attachment 13 of the Final EIS for the response to

comments on the Draft EIS.
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