
I-307-001

Comment noted. WSDOT received a number of comments in support of

and in opposition to Options A, K, and L and the suboptions to these

options. These opinions are summarized in the Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement Summary of Comments (WSDOT, April

2010), available at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/SDEIS.htm.

 

I-307-002

The SR 520, I-5 to Medina project would result in immediate benefits for

transit speed and reliability in the corridor by providing high-occupancy

vehicle (HOV) lanes across the floating bridge and better HOV

connections at the Montlake and I-5 interchanges. The HOV lanes would

allow for the near-term implementation of bus rapid transit, as called for

in the SR 520 High-Capacity Transit Plan. The project would not add

general-purpose lanes. Thus, the project is aligned with improving the

overall efficiency of the transportation system by creating incentives for

people to choose an alternative to driving alone.

 

I-307-003

Section 2.4 in the Final EIS explains why initial implementation of light

rail transit on SR 520 is not planned. The decision to locate Sound

Transit’s initial east-west light rail transit corridor on I-90 rather than SR

520 has been made through extensive regional deliberation (see Table

2-2 of the Final EIS). The SR 520 High-Capacity Transit Plan, which was

endorsed in 2008 by the state, King County Metro Transit, and Sound

Transit, found that until at least 2030, demand for transit in the 520

corridor could be satisfied by bus rapid transit that runs in HOV/transit

lanes-complementing Sound Transit’s East Link on I-90. At the same

time, the plan acknowledges that after 2030 significant increases in

cross-lake travel may warrant dedicated HCT facilities in both I-90 and

SR 520. Therefore, the new SR 520 bridge and associated interchanges

will be built in a way that allows the structure to accommodate a two-way
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light rail line or busway at a future date. See Section 2.4 of the Final EIS

for further information.
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