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Since the SDEIS was published, FHWA and WSDOT have identified a

Preferred Alternative that is similar to Option A, but incorporates design

refinements that that respond to community and stakeholder reaction to

the SDEIS. The Preferred Alternative would improve mobility and safety

while reducing negative effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS

for a description of the Preferred Alternative design and Chapters 5 and

6 for discussion of its environmental effects.
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The vision for bus rapid transit in the SR 520 corridor is identified in the

SR 520 High Capacity Transit Plan endorsed in 2008 by the state, King

County Metro Transit, and Sound Transit. This plan finds that future

demand for transit in the SR 520 corridor, until at least 2030, would be

met with bus rapid transit that runs in HOV/transit lanes, complementing

Sound Transit’s East Link. At the same time, the plan acknowledges that

after 2030, significant increases in cross-lake travel may warrant

dedicated high-capacity transit facilities on both I-90 and SR 520.

Therefore, the Evergreen Point Bridge and associated interchanges will

be built in a way that would accommodate a two-way light-rail line or

busway at a future date. Sound Transit will study the demand and need

for light rail later in this decade. For more information, please refer to the

SR 520 Final High Capacity Transit Plan and related documents at:

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/Library/technical.htm.
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Construction of improvements between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th

Street are outside of the scope of the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project, as well as the SR 520, Medina to

SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project. The nonmotorized facilities

proposed by the SR 520, Medina to SR 202 project have been designed

to be consistent with known planning efforts for nonmotorized facilities

and will provide regional and local access to existing and future trail

systems within the construction limits of that project.
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Comment noted.
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