
B-005-001

Information about institutional shuttle services is included in the Final

Transportation Discipline Report and Chapter 4 of the Final EIS.
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B-005-002

Effects on affected intersections were described in the Section 5.1 of the

SDEIS and the Transportation Discipline Report. Exhibits 6-3 and 6-4 of

the Transportation Discipline Report show the predicted level of service

in 2030 at Montlake area intersections. Based on standard methodology,

the local study area reported in the SDEIS was determined by the

change in traffic volumes on the local streets with the No Build

Alternative versus the Preferred Alternative during peak hours; only

intersections where traffic volumes would increase by more than 5%

were included. Five percent was selected as the criterion because a

change in traffic of that amount could result in measurable operational

changes. If traffic volume increases were less than 5% on adjacent

streets, the intersection was not included in the analysis. Thus, all

intersections not included in the local study area would experience an

overall change in traffic volumes during the a.m. and p.m. peak hours of

less than 5% with implementation of the project.

Please see the Final EIS and Chapter 6 of the Final Transportation

Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for a discussion of

intersection level of service with the Preferred Alternative.

 

B-005-003

The quoted text is from an introductory description characterizing

existing conditions, rather than a quantitative result of analysis. Since

congestion varies by time of day and from day to day, the text simply

described congestion as extending through, or past, the NE Pacific Place

intersection.

Future traffic projections are estimates based on average existing

weekday traffic conditions during the month of October. Population and

employment growth estimates maintained by the Puget Sound Regional

Council were used in the modeling process to forecast the additional

transportation demand for the year 2030. The estimates are based on
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current information about planned growth and development from

jurisdictions throughout the region. 

The project would not substantially affect travel times along NE Pacific

Street and Montlake Boulevard NE. However, anticipated future

population and employment growth would contribute to increased travel

times on the local streets.

Please see the Final EIS and Chapter 6 of the Final Transportation

Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for a discussion of

intersection level of service with the Preferred Alternative.

 

B-005-004

The Preferred Alternative is similar to Option A, with several design

refinements based on public input and coordination with

stakeholders. Traffic operations on local streets with the Preferred

Alternative would be similar to the No-build alternative. However,

operations in the No-build alternative would be better than stated in the

comment due to revised regional growth estimates. The purpose of the

SR 520, I-5 to Medina project is to improve mobility for people and goods

across Lake Washington within the SR 520 corridor, while avoiding or

minimizing impacts on surrounding neighborhoods. Therefore,

congestion improvements will be most evident on the SR 520 corridor

and at local street intersections near the Montlake interchange. When

evaluating travelers' overall trips, this will substantially benefit the many

people who travel on SR 520 to reach the University of Washington

Medical Center and other key destinations near the University District.

Please see the Final EIS and Chapter 6 of the Final Transportation

Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for a discussion of

traffic volumes and intersection level of service along NE Pacific Street

with the Preferred Alternative.
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B-005-005

During construction of the Preferred Alternative, the routes would be the

same as those currently used to access the University of Washington

Medical Center. If Options K or L were identified as the Preferred

Alternative in the future, temporary access would be provided during

construction, and the routing would be determined during final project

design.

 

B-005-006

Traffic operations on local streets are expected to remain similar to

existing conditions during most of construction. However, the demolition

and re-construction of Montlake Boulevard over SR 520 during year 6 of

construction is expected to result in some additional travel delays. The

construction transportation effects of the Preferred Alternative would

be primarily at the Montlake Blvd/SR 520 interchange, but could result in

delays that extend to NE Pacific Street and to E Montlake Blvd, north of

NE Pacific Street. These effects would occur during the peak traffic

hours and would be due to changes in configuration of the roadway and

intersections that are required to allow space for construction of new

structures and other project elements. Day-to-day construction activities,

such as lane closures, that reduce road capacity and interfere with traffic

would not be allowed during the peak hours. Construction plans will

continue to be refined through the final design and contracting

processes. Throughout these processes, WSDOT will evaluate

construction methods to further minimize transportation effects.

 

B-005-007

Construction plans will continue to be refined through the final design

and contracting processes. Throughout these processes, WSDOT will

evaluate construction methods to further minimize transportation effects.
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