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The SR 520 project would complete the HOV lane system in the corridor

and add a bicycle/pedestrian lane to the corridor. The project would not

add general-purpose lanes.

The HOV lane will be for vehicles with 3 or more passengers, as

specified by ESHB 6392. This assumption was evaluated in the Draft

EIS, SDEIS, and Final EIS, and has been shown to result in free flow

operations in the HOV lane with bus service levels near 600 vehicles per

day. The State’s HOV lane operations policy would be used to identify

when the HOV lanes’ operational thresholds were met and when an

adjustment to the occupancy requirement would be recommended;

however, the State would need to request legislative approval to make

any modifications.

The project would result in immediate benefits for transit speed and

reliability in the corridor by providing HOV lanes across the floating

bridge and better HOV connections at the Montlake and I-5 interchanges

(see Section 5.1 of both the SDEIS and Final EIS). The HOV lanes

would allow for the near-term implementation of bus rapid transit, as

called for in the SR 520 High-Capacity Transit Plan (see Section 2.4 of

the Final EIS for more information). Because the project would improve

reliability and efficiency for transit and carpools, it would create

incentives for people to choose an alternative to driving alone.

Through the ESSB 6392 design refinements and transit connections

workgroup, WSDOT worked with the City of Seattle and other

stakeholders to refine the design of the project in the Montlake area,

including a larger lid, relocated bus stops, and refined pedestrian

connections. Although the Preferred Alternative removes the Montlake

Freeway Transit Station, transit connectivity would be improved on the

Montlake lid with additional bus stops and enhanced access between

neighborhoods and to the Eastside. Additionally, the Montlake
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Multimodal Center, in the area currently known as the Montlake Triangle,

which was collaboratively planned as part of the 2008 High Capacity

Transit Plan under ESSB 609, and will serve as a major transfer point

between the University Link rail station, proposed SR 520 bus rapid

transit lines, and local bus service. See Section 2.4 of the Final EIS

discusses high capacity transit on SR 520, including bus rapid transit.

Chapter 8 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to

the Final EIS) provides updated information regarding the Montlake

Multimodal Center and the effects of the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project

on transit connections in the Montlake area.

Section 2.4 in the Final EIS explains why initial implementation of light

rail transit on SR 520 is not planned. While WSDOT believed that the

design of the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project already accommodated

potential future light rail, the agency worked with the City of Seattle and

Sound Transit to identify changes that would enhance the corridor’s rail

compatibility. The Preferred Alternative reflects these design changes

and allows for two potential future rail options. These options would allow

for connection to the University Link station at Husky Stadium. See

Section 2.4 of the Final EIS for further discussion.

While WSDOT is not the agency responsible for implementing light rail in

the Puget Sound region, WSDOT will continue to work with Sound

Transit as ST studies the potential for long-term implementation of rail in

the SR 520 corridor.
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Comment noted.
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Comment noted.
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Since the SDEIS was published, WDSOT has identified a Preferred

Alternative that is similar to Option A, but with a number of design

refinements. The Preferred Alternative reduces the land acquisition in

the Arboretum from all options evaluated in the SDEIS. The Preferred

Alternative includes a narrow footprint across Foster Island, with reduced

right-of-way acquisition in the Arboretum compared to the SDEIS

options.

In early 2010, the Washington State Legislature passed and Governor

Gregoire signed Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392, which

directed WSDOT to develop a mitigation plan for the Washington Park

Arboretum. To develop that plan, WSDOT worked collaboratively over an

eight-month period with the Arboretum and Botanical Gardens

Committee to develop mitigation for the Preferred Alternative and

identified a number of potential mitigation projects for the Arboretum.

See Attachment 9 of the Final EIS for a copy of the Arboretum Mitigation

Plan.

WSDOT has also worked with the City of Seattle in refining the design of

the Preferred Alternative to avoid effects to recreational resources where

possible. The footprint of the Preferred Alternative minimizes park

impacts, compared to all options presented in the SDIES. The Preferred

Alternative also maintains the connectivity of area parks. The final design

of the Montlake lid would also be designed to include open space and

enhanced pedestrian and bicycle connectivity features, recommended by

the ESSB 6392 workgroup. Please see the ESSB 6392: Design

Refinements and Transit Connections Workgroup Recommendations

Report (Attachment 16 of the Final EIS) for more information.
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