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SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Program

1-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project

SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Supplemental Draft EI S Comment Form

Please use this form to share your comments on the content provided in the Supplemental Draft Environmental
Impact Statement document. WSDOT will consider all comments received between Jan. 22 and April 15, 2010 in
making its final decision in the environmental review process. Thank you for your comments.

You can provide comments using one of the following methods:

-- Complete this form.

-- Mail your comments to Jenifer Young, SDEIS Environmental Manager, Washington State Department
of Transportation, 600 Stewart Street, Suite 520, Seattle, WA 98101.

-- E-mail your comments to SR520Bridge SDEI S@wsdot.wa.gov.

-- Speak to a court reporter at an environmental hearing scheduled for 5 — 7 p.m., Feb. 23, at
Lake Union Park Naval Reserve Building, 860 Terry Ave. N., Seattle.

1. Name Walter Shostak CommentDate:  4/16/2010 3:42

2. E-mail weshostak@gmail.com Comment Source:  Online Comment Form
3. Address: 3437 35th Ave W

4. City: Seattle

5. State: WA

*6.Zip Code: 98199

7. Do you have any comments on the SR 520, |-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental
Draft Environmental Impact Statement?

The SDEIS should include light rail alternatives to the "A+" option.

Light rail is the most efficient way to move people across the bridge. Adding more general purpose
lanes that prioritize moving automobiles instead of people is a flawed approach that will impact
sensitive areas, neighborhoods, and parks because of a bigger footprint. It would also encourage the
status quo of single occupancy vehicle use. This is because, in many cases, it is easier to drive alone
and deal with traffic, than to deal with inefficient bus service that requires transferring to one or more
routes to get where you need to go in a reasonable time. Light rail is an option that will serve this
area far into the future, while automaobile use will continue to suffer from clogged freeway and
arterials, and contributes to global warming much more than light rail.

The SDEIS should provide as many options as possible for people to move around this area, including
light rail.

These comments will become part of the public record for the SR 520, 1-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project
Supplemental Draft Environmental |mpact Statement. Personal information is voluntary and will become part of the public record
if provided. The Washington State Department of Transportation is a public agency and is subject to the State of Washington's
Public Records Act (RCW 42.56). Therefore, comments may be made available to anyone requesting them for non-commercial
purposes.
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The SR 520, I-5 to Medina project would complete the HOV lane system
in the corridor, improving reliability and efficiency for transit and carpools,
but would not add general-purpose lanes. Section 2.4 in the Final EIS
explains why initial implementation of light rail transit on SR 520 is not
planned. The decision to locate Sound Transit’s initial east-west light rail
transit corridor on 1-90 rather than SR 520 has been made through
extensive regional deliberation (see Table 2-2 of the Final EIS). The SR
520 High-Capacity Transit Plan, which was endorsed in 2008 by the
state, King County Metro Transit, and Sound Transit, found that until at
least 2030, demand for transit in the 520 corridor could be satisfied by
bus rapid transit that runs in HOV/transit lanes—complementing Sound
Transit's East Link on 1-90. Section 2.4 also explains how the SR 520, I-5
to Medina project can accommodate future high capacity transit, such as
proposed bus rapid transit or potential future light rail.



