
F-005-001

Since the SDEIS was published, FHWA and WSDOT have identified a

Preferred Alternative that is similar to Option A, but incorporates design

refinements that respond to community and stakeholder reaction to the

alternatives and design options analyzed in the SDEIS. The design of

the Preferred Alternative does not include a tunnel under the Montlake

Cut as was proposed with Option K. If Option K or L were identified as

the Preferred Alternative in the future, WSDOT would complete the

necessary documentation as part of final design and permitting and

ensure that negative effects associated with the tunnel are mitigated to

the extent practicable.

 

F-005-002

Section 4.14 of the Final EIS has been updated to recognize the U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers as one of the two federal agencies that are

responsible for identifying and maintaining navigation channels in U.S.

waters, and the Navigable Waterways Discipline Report has been

updated through the errata sheet, which is contained in the Navigable

Waterways Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).

 

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



F-005-003

WSDOT has continued to coordinate with the Corps of Engineers and

the Coast Guard to clarify jurisdiction responsibilities. At an August 25,

2010 meeting with both agencies, WSDOT verified the applicable

permits and approvals required for the demolition of the floating and

Portage Bay bridges, and for the construction of the new bridges and

maintenance facility. Both the Corps and the Coast Guard participated

from June to October 2010 in a Natural Resources Technical Work

Group process with WSDOT and other jurisdictional agencies to identify

and define aquatic habitat and wetland effects and potential mitigation.

WSDOT continues to coordinate with the Corps of Engineers in finalizing

the wetland delineation and performed a site visit November 30, 2010

with Corps of Engineers technical staff to review the preliminary wetland

delineation. WSDOT will continue to coordinate with the Corps

throughout the remaining project implementation steps.
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