H-010-001

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments on the 2004 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative. The alignment
for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative has been refined in the Final
EIS. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as
the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s
identified purposes and needs and the support it has received from
diverse interests. Because the project has evolved since comments were
submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for current information.
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H-010-002

The 2004 Draft EIS evaluated one construction plan that considered brief
closures of SR 99 during construction, but otherwise assumed that at
least two lanes would be provided in each direction on SR 99 or an
alternate detour route. In comments received on the 2004 Draft EIS,
many people asked the lead agencies to consider more than one
construction plan. Specifically, many people wanted to know if closing
the corridor would reduce the amount of time it takes to build the project.
To respond to this question, three different construction plans were
developed (a shorter construction plan, an intermediate construction
plan, and a longer construction plan) and evaluated in the 2006
Supplemental Draft EIS. Since 2006, the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and
Elevated Structure Alternatives and the construction approach for each
of the alternatives have been refined. One construction plan is analyzed
for each of the alternatives (Bored Tunnel, Cut-and-Cover Tunnel, and
Elevated Structure) in the Final EIS. Chapter 3 describes each
alternative and its construction plan, and Chapter 6 describes
construction effects.

H-010-003

The Broad Street underpass (referred to as the Seattle Art Museum
underpass in your comment) is no longer included in the project, and this
change is reflected in the Final EIS.

The Broad Street detour (referred to as the Broad Street overpass in
your comment), includes a temporary aerial trestle over the BNSF
railroad tracks at Broad Street. This detour route is only proposed for the
Elevated Structure Alternative. The Final EIS describes the visual effects
and increased traffic flow along Broad Street and the north portion of the
Alaskan Way surface street. We acknowledge your comment and
concern about these effects; and we emphasize that these effects will be
temporary and would not occur with the preferred alternative. Both the
temporary trestle (overpass) and the traffic detour route will be removed
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when they are no longer needed to accommodate traffic during project
construction.

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle considered other detour options
in this area; however, the agencies have agreed that the Broad Street
detour is the best solution based on trade-offs of cost, effects, and
overall efficiency.
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