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The alternatives evaluated in the Draft EIS represented a reasonable

range of approaches that met the basic purpose of the project: "to

provide a transportation facility and seawall with improved earthquake

resistance that maintains or improves mobility and accessibility for

people and goods along the existing Alaskan Way Viaduct Corridor."

Subsequently, considerable effort has gone into further planning and

development of other alternatives, leading to the current purpose and

need statement and alternatives considered in the Final EIS.

The Final EIS Chapter 1, Introduction, describes the history of the

project, including development of the Purpose and Need and

alternatives. This chapter also addresses development of the I-5,

Surface, and Transit Hybrid, and subsequent 2009 recommendation by

Governor Gregoire, former King County Executive Sims, and former

Mayor Nickels to replace the central waterfront portion of the Alaskan

Way Viaduct and Seawall with a single, large-diameter bored tunnel.

Please refer to the Final EIS for current information.
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The Final EIS Chapter 1, Introduction, describes the history of the

project, including development of the Purpose and Need and

alternatives. This chapter also discusses the 2009 recommendation by

Governor Gregoire, former King County Executive Sims, and former

Mayor Nickels to replace the central waterfront portion of the Alaskan

Way Viaduct and Seawall with a single, large-diameter bored tunnel.

Please refer to the Final EIS for current information.

The City of Seattle is leading redevelopment efforts and associated

environmental reviews processes for the central waterfront, which would

take place under NEPA and/or SEPA as appropriate. In addition, the

project compliments a number of other projects with independent utility

that would provide other improvements such as transit enhancements

and a new Alaskan Way Promenade and public space. These individual

projects include the Moving Forward projects identified in 2007, as well

as improvements recommended as part of the Partnership Process.

Please refer to Chapter 2, Alternatives Development, of the Final EIS for

a description of these projects.
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