SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

[-142-001

The 2004 Draft EIS evaluated one construction plan that considered brief
closures of SR 99 during construction, but otherwise assumed that at
least two lanes would be provided in each direction on SR 99 or an
alternate detour route. In comments received on the 2004 Draft EIS,
many people asked the lead agencies to consider more than one
construction plan. Three different construction plans were developed (a
shorter construction plan, an intermediate construction plan, and a
longer construction plan) and evaluated in the 2006 Supplemental Draft
EIS. Since 2006, the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure
Alternatives and the construction approach for each of the alternatives
have been refined. One construction plan is analyzed for each of the
alternatives (Bored Tunnel, Cut-and-Cover Tunnel, and Elevated
Structure) in the Final EIS. Chapter 3 describes each alternative and its
construction plan, and Chapter 6 describes construction effects. Any
plan to replace the viaduct will require some type of closures and/or lane
restrictions on SR 99 through downtown and the Alaskan Way surface
street.

1-142-002

After the 2004 Draft EIS was issued, numerous comments were received
relating to the visual impacts and other negative effects (including the
cost) of the Battery Street Flyover Detour. As the design plans for the
Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative and the Elevated Structure evolved,
the Battery Street Flyover Detour was eliminated primarily due to these
impacts. The Elevated Structure Alternative would construct a temporary
Broad Street detour.

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the
preferred alternative. This alternative does not include use of a
temporary aerial structure during project construction. Details about the
Bored Tunnel, Cut-and-Cover, and Elevated Structure construction plans
are presented in Chapter 3 and effects are presented in Chapter 6 of the
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Final EIS. The Final EIS also discusses mitigation strategies for parking
effects in Chapter 8.
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Please see the response to your previous comment 1-142-001.
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