
L-013-001

Please see L-005 for response to your June 1, 2004 Draft EIS comment

letter. Thank you for your careful review of the Draft and Supplemental

Draft EISs. 

 

L-013-002

The Final EIS has been prepared in close coordination with King County,

and we greatly appreciate your assistance.

The Washington Department of Transportation, the City of Seattle, and

King County Metro have developed a mitigation program to address

construction impacts. This program includes expanded public transit

service along the affected corridor. The project includes new facilities

that would enhance speed and reliability of transit services in the project

corridor. These enhancements include a northbound shoulder bus lane

on SR 99 between Holgate Street and north of Dearborn Street in the

SODO area. Also, a bus-only lane would be provided in the north area of

the project corridor in the vicinity of Aurora Avenue and Denny Way.

 

L-013-003

One of the main benefits of the Bored Tunnel Alternative is the ability to

maintain operations on SR 99 throughout the construction period.

Current construction plans call for a relatively short (several-week)

closure during the end of construction to connect the tunnel with the

remainder of SR 99. A detailed discussion of the construction effects on

transportation facilities and services is provided in Chapter 6 of the Final

EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report. This discussion

includes an assessment of the effects of concurrent construction projects

on transportation facilities and services. Also included in Chapter 6 is a

listing of the planned construction mitigation activities.
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L-013-004

As part of the Bored Tunnel project and related projects, WSDOT and

partner agencies have or will implement several strategies to keep traffic

moving during construction. For example, both the south and north portal

configurations include bus priority lanes to provide reliable travel times

for SR 99 transit service into and out of downtown. The streets that

transition between SR 99 and the downtown street grid are designed in a

manner that meets the city’s Complete Street goals and include

treatments for pedestrians, bicycles, freight, and adjacent land uses.The

agreement signed by the Governor, County Executive, and Mayor in

January 2009 described a program of independent yet complementary

projects for replacing the Alaskan Way Viaduct and providing a strategy

for overall mobility in Seattle. The State is responsible for replacing the

viaduct, the City for the seawall and central waterfront, and the County

accepted responsibility for additional RapidRide and express bus

service, with some identified as construction mitigation. These future

transit service improvements have benefits independent of replacing the

Alaskan Way Viaduct. WSDOT recognizes the funding anticipated in the

agreement has not been realized, and that the recent economic

downturn has reduced other funding sources King County currently relies

on for providing transit service throughout King County.

Currently, WSDOT is providing funding for King County on the S.

Holgate Street to S. King Street Viaduct Replacement Project to provide

additional transit service hours to help mitigate the effects of

construction. This program is ongoing and regularly monitored to

evaluate its effectiveness. For the Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement

Project, WSDOT will continue to evaluate the need for increased bus

service in the West Seattle, Ballard, Uptown, and Aurora Avenue

corridors during the initial portions of the construction period, as well as a

bus travel time monitoring system. 

WSDOT will prepare a traffic management plan, which will contain
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localized traffic mitigation measures.  These measures will be developed

as construction details are refined. Please see the Final EIS,

Appendix C, Chapter 6 of the Transportation Discipline Report as well as

the Final EIS, Chapter 8 Mitigation.

 

L-013-005

The Final EIS provides travel time tables that show the anticipated effect

of construction activities on transit. The travel times presented in the

Final EIS are for the stage of construction that is expected to have the

most extensive travel delays. The results indicated relatively small

changes in travel times between the baseline and construction

scenarios.

 

L-013-006

As part of the Bored Tunnel project and related projects, WSDOT and

partner agencies have or will implement several strategies to keep traffic

moving during construction. For example, both the south and north portal

configurations include bus priority lanes to provide reliable travel times

for SR 99 transit service into and out of downtown. The streets that

transition between SR 99 and the downtown street grid are designed in a

manner that meets the City’s Complete Street goals and include

treatments for pedestrians, bicycles, freight, and adjacent land uses.

The agreement signed by the Governor, County Executive, and Mayor in

January 2009 described a program of independent yet complementary

projects for replacing the Alaskan Way Viaduct and providing a strategy

for overall mobility in Seattle. The State is responsible for replacing the

viaduct, the City for the seawall and central waterfront, and the County

accepted responsibility for additional RapidRide and express bus

service, with some identified as construction mitigation. These future

transit service improvements have benefits independent of replacing the

Alaskan Way Viaduct. WSDOT recognizes the funding anticipated in the

agreement has not been realized, and that the recent economic
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downturn has reduced other funding sources King County currently relies

on for providing transit service throughout King County.

Currently WSDOT is providing funding for King County on the S. Holgate

Street to S. King Street Viaduct Replacement Project to provide

additional transit service hours to help mitigate the effects of

construction. This program is ongoing and regularly monitored to

evaluate its effectiveness. For the Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement

Project, WSDOT will continue to evaluate the need for increased bus

service in the West Seattle, Ballard, Uptown, and Aurora Avenue

corridors during the initial portions of the construction period, as well as a

bus travel time monitoring system. 

WSDOT will prepare a traffic management plan, which will contain

localized traffic mitigation measures.  These measures will be developed

as construction details are refined. Please see the Final EIS,

Appendix C, Chapter 6 of the Transportation Discipline Report as well as

the Final EIS, Chapter 8 Mitigation.

 

L-013-007

The lead agencies note and acknowledge King County's preference for

the shorter construction period associated with the project's construction

plan analyzed in the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS. Please see the Final

EIS for updated construction sequencing.

 

L-013-008

Specific construction transportation planning measures, including

coordination with other projects in the region, will continue to be

developed as the project construction timeline evolves. The South Park

Bridge is currently closed. However, funding has been obtained to

replace the existing bridge. The County plans to go to bid in early 2011

with an anticipated completion in late 2013.

A traveler information system is proposed that would help direct drivers
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to alternate routes during project construction. Additional information

about  the South Park Bridge could be incorporated into the system.

 

L-013-009

The Final EIS provides travel time tables that show the anticipated effect

of construction activities on transit corridors. The travel times presented

in the Final EIS are for the stage of construction that is expected to have

the most extensive delays. The results indicated small changes in travel

times between the baseline and construction conditions. For transit travel

between West Seattle and downtown Seattle, buses will have travel time

benefits with the provision of a northbound bus-only shoulder lane on

SR 99 that will be available when project construction starts.

 

L-013-010

The Washington Department of Transportation, the City of Seattle, and

King County Metro have developed a mitigation program to address

construction impacts. The program elements include ITS development

along major streets, including First Avenue S. More localized mitigation

measures will be developed as construction details are refined. Also, a

construction traffic management plan will be prepared to ensure that

construction effects on local streets, property owners, and businesses

are minimized.

 

L-013-011

Construction of the Spokane Street widening is underway and is

anticipated to be complete by the time construction starts for the

preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative. The Spokane Street Viaduct project

will include a Fourth Avenue off-ramp for traffic from West Seattle. The

Lander Street project is currently on hold. However, the Alaskan Way

Viaduct Replacement Project includes the provision of a northbound bus-

only shoulder lane on SR 99 between S. Holgate Street and past

S. Royal Brougham Way.
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L-013-012

WSDOT, the City of Seattle, and King County Metro have developed a

mitigation program to address construction effects. This program

includes expanded public transit service along the affected corridor.

More localized mitigation measures will be developed as construction

details are refined. Also, a construction traffic management plan will be

prepared to ensure that construction effects on local streets, property

owners, and businesses are minimized.

WSDOT will prepare a traffic management plan, which will contain

localized traffic mitigation measures. These measures will be developed

as construction details are refined. Please see the Final EIS,

Appendix C, Chapter 6 of the Transportation Discipline Report as well as

the Final EIS, Chapter 8 Mitigation.

In the north portal area, improved access to and from SR 99 near the

north portal and added network redundancy across SR 99 would result in

reduced congestion before and after Seattle Center events. These

roadway changes would likely improve circulation and reduce overall

congestion levels at critical intersections near the Seattle Center during

large events by providing more direct access to regional facilities such as

SR 99 and I-5. A detailed traffic analysis has been conducted for all

alternatives and is described in this Final EIS. Please refer to

Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, for additional detailed

analysis of impacts to transportation elements, including transit.

 

L-013-013

The lead agencies recognize that businesses along the central

waterfront, Western Avenue, and Pioneer Square rely on the short-term

parking in the area. The City of Seattle Department of Transportation

(SDOT), in coordination with the project, has conducted parking studies

as part of the process to develop mitigation strategies and better

manage the city’s parking resources. SDOT's studies identified a number
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of strategies to offset the loss of short-term parking in this area, including

new or leased parking and the increased utilization of existing parking.

Although the mitigation measures would be most needed during

construction, many of them could be retained and provide benefits over

the longer term. Specific parking mitigation strategies have not yet been

determined, but the project has allocated $30 million for parking

mitigation. The parking mitigation strategies will continue to evolve in

coordination with the project and community partners. Parking measures

under consideration and refinement include:

Encourage shift from long-term parking to short-term parking•

Provide short-term parking (off-street), especially serving waterfront

piers, downtown retail, and other heavy retail/commercial corridors

•

Implement electronic parking guidance system•

Provide alternate opportunities to facilitate commercial loading

activities

•

Develop a Center City parking marketing program•

Use existing and new social media and blog outlets to provide

frequent parking updates

•

Establish a construction worker parking policy that is implemented

by the Contractor

•

Refer to the Parking Mitigation during Construction section in Chapter 6

of the Transportation Discipline Report (Appendix C of the Final EIS) for

additional information.

 

L-013-014

Impacts to traffic during major construction activities for the each build

alternative have been analyzed as part of the Transportation Discipline

Report (TDR) for the Final EIS. Traffic management approaches

(detours), mitigation measures, and expected performance associated

with major construction stages are discussed in the TDR (Appendix C of

the Final EIS).
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L-013-015

One of the main benefits of the Bored Tunnel Alternative is the ability to

maintain operations on SR 99 throughout the construction period.

Current construction plans call for a relatively short (several-week)

closure during the end of construction to connect the tunnel with the

remainder of SR 99. A discussion of the construction effects on

transportation facilities and services is provided in Chapter 6 of the Final

EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report. Also included in

Chapter 6 is a listing of the planned construction mitigation activities.

Included in this list are advance traveler information systems to warn

vehicles of construction activities and provide information regarding

alternative routes.

 

L-013-016

As part of the Bored Tunnel project and related projects, WSDOT and

partner agencies have or will implement several strategies to keep traffic

moving during construction. For example, both the south and north portal

configurations include bus priority lanes to provide reliable travel times

for SR 99 transit service into and out of downtown. The streets that

transition between SR 99 and the downtown street grid are designed in a

manner that meets the city’s Complete Street goals and include

treatments for pedestrians, bicycles, freight, and adjacent land uses.

WSDOT will prepare a traffic management plan, which will contain

localized traffic mitigation measures.  These measures will be developed

as construction details are refined. Please see the Final EIS,

Appendix C, Chapter 6 of the Transportation Discipline Report as well as

the Final EIS, Chapter 8 Mitigation.

 

L-013-017

The transportation planning process for construction encourages

construction workers to use alternatives to the single-occupant vehicle to

access the job site in order to minimize traffic congestion during peak

travel periods. The Transportation Discipline Report (Appendix C of the
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Final EIS) includes strategies targeted specifically to construction

workers. Construction transportation management strategies will

continue to evolve as the project construction plans become more

definite.
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