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FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments on the Elevated Structure Alternative. Because the project

has evolved since comments were submitted in 2006, please refer to the

Final EIS for current information.

The preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative is a safe alternative. Generally,

structural engineers agree that tunnels are one of the safest places to be

during an earthquake because the tunnel moves with the earth. No

Seattle tunnels were damaged during the 2001 Nisqually earthquake,

including the Mt. Baker and Mercer Island I-90 tunnels, Battery Street

Tunnel, Third Avenue Bus Tunnel, and Burlington Northern Tunnel. 

Cost estimates for the alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS are:

Bored Tunnel – $1.96 billion

Cut-and-Cover –  $3.0 to $3.6 billion

Elevated Structure – $1.9 to $2.4 billion

These cost estimates do include different elements. The Bored Tunnel

Alternative cost does not include replacing the seawall, improving the

Alaskan Way surface street, or building a streetcar. Costs for the Cut-

and Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives do not include

replacing the seawall between Union and Broad Streets.

Please note that the Elevated Structure Alternative is expected to take

longer to construct than the Bored Tunnel and Cut-and-Cover Tunnel

Alternatives. The construction duration for the Elevated Structure would

be about 10 years; 5.4 years for the Bored Tunnel Alternative; and 8.75

years for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative.
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