
I-596-001

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments on the 2006 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative. The alignment

for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative has been refined in the Final

EIS. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as

the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s

identified purposes and needs and the support it has received from

diverse interests. Because the project has evolved since comments were

submitted in 2006, please refer to the Final EIS for current information.

 

I-596-002

We acknowledge that a tunnel alternative has the potential to

significantly increase public and private revenue. The Final EIS will

include qualitative economic analysis of the preferred Bored Tunnel

Alternative to more fully describe the project's indirect benefits. However,

quantitative estimates of indirect benefits are beyond the scope

of project-related analysis.

We agree with your emphasis on integrating transportation demand

management (TDM), and cost reduction with project planning. TDM has

been an integral part of the project's planning and design. For

example the Project Transportation Team, consisting of representatives

of the three lead agencies and project team staff, was created to help

coordinate and counsel on transportation planning and analysis for the

project. Staff members from local and regional transportation

agencies—including Sound Transit, King County Metro, the WSDOT

Urban Corridors Office and Office of Transit Mobility, Washington State

Ferries, City of Seattle, FHWA, and Community Transit—participated in

this effort. As part of this effort, the TDM subcommittee was formed to

support the Project Transportation Team, focusing on developing TDM

strategies that will help enhance project related mobility.

Like TDM, the consideration of cost has been an integral part of project
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planning and design, and evaluation of alternatives will continue to focus

on demonstrating cost-effectiveness.

The Final EIS considers tolling for all the proposed build alternatives.

 

I-596-003

Thank you for your comment. The Western and Elliott Avenue ramps will

be removed for the Bored Tunnel Alternative. For the Elevated and Cut-

and-Cover Alternatives, three lanes are proposed in each direction south

of the Elliott Avenue on-ramp in order to safely accommodate the

expected future traffic forecasted for the design year of 2030. Similar to

today, approximately 20 to 25 percent of all southbound traffic traveling

along the viaduct enters the corridor at the southbound Elliott on-ramp.

Three travel lanes are needed to accommodate the traffic coming from

the Battery Street Tunnel as well as those entering the corridor via the

southbound Elliott on-ramp.

 

I-596-004

The Bored Tunnel Alternative, selected by the lead agencies as the

preferred alternative, is a four-lane option.

 

I-596-005

Strictly speaking, corridor management plans are required only for

scenic byway designation. In this context, a Corridor Management Plan

is not needed for the SR 99 corridor. The intent of your comment

appears more aimed at ensuring other improvements and surrounding

development remain compatible and consistent with this project. Much of

this responsibility falls to the City of Seattle. Coordination and monitoring

of conditions within the corridor will occur throughout project construction

as part of construction and mitigation plans. WSDOT is not able to

impose concurrency fees under current regulations.
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I-596-006

The approaches and interchanges on the south end of the project

corridor are integral to the structure, function, and construction process

of the project and cannot be phased.

 

I-596-007

The construction approaches discussed in the 2006 Supplemental Draft

EIS have been updated. An additional construction plan was also

evaluated for the Bored Tunnel Alternative in the 2010 Supplemental

Draft EIS. Details about the Bored Tunnel, Cut-and-Cover Tunnel, and

Elevated Structure construction plans are presented in Chapters 3 and 6

of the Final EIS and Appendix B, Alternatives Description and

Construction Methods Discipline Report.

 

I-596-008

Thank you for your comment. To determine the design of the stadium

interchange, the project team has been working with lead agencies

including the City of Seattle and the Port of Seattle, along with

representatives from the freight community, the Mariners, and the

Seahawks. The proposed Stadium Area design can be found in

Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, of the Final EIS. Ramp

options in the stadium area are extremely limited due in part to the

railroad tracks (i.e., SIG yard) just south of Massachusetts Street. Also,

the need to serve the largest generators effectively (Port of Seattle,

Safeco Field, Qwest Field, etc.) was a significant factor in determining

where to place the ramps.

 

I-596-009

WSDOT and the other lead agencies are working to reduce the cost of

the project while still providing good value for the public. The higher cost

estimate is largely due to higher inflation in major construction than in the

other sectors of the economy.
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I-596-010

The Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project is coordinating with the

City of Seattle's waterfront planning efforts. If the viaduct was replaced

by a tunnel, large areas of open space would become available. This

new space could be converted into a variety of new uses like a

waterfront promenade, bike and pedestrian paths, and expanded

streetcar service. Also, if the viaduct is removed, scenic views to, from,

and along the waterfront would be opened up, making the waterfront

more attractive visually, and making the it seem more connected to

downtown, Pioneer Square, Pike Place Market, and Belltown.

 

I-596-011

One of the main benefits of the Bored Tunnel Alternative is the ability to

maintain operations on SR 99 throughout the construction period.

Current construction plans call for a relatively short (several-week)

closure during the end of construction to connect the tunnel with the

remainder of SR 99. A detailed discussion of the construction effects on

transportation facilities and services is provided in Chapter 6 of the Final

EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report. Also included in

Chapter 6 is a listing of the planned construction mitigation activities.

 

I-596-012

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments on the 2006 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative. The alignment

for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative has been refined in the Final

EIS. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as

the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s

identified purposes and needs and the support it has received from

diverse interests. Because the project has evolved since comments were

submitted in 2006, please refer to the Final EIS for current information.
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