SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

[-623-001

Although the viaduct is eligible for historic designation, the structure is
weak in many places, including the frames, columns, foundations, and
soil under the structure. The lead agencies have extensively studied
various retrofitting concepts. All of these concepts fail to provide a cost-
effective, long-term solution that adequately addresses the weakened
state of the viaduct.

[-623-002

Construction impacts to the bulk of downtown Seattle will revolve
primarily around the increase in congestion as traffic is

displaced from the immediate corridor and is absorbed on the surface
street network. By extension, this would impact the residents of West
Seattle that typically use the Alaskan Way corridor but would be forced
to use alternative routes. The increase in congestion will have a resultant
loss in productivity, which is discussed in the Economics Discipline
Report, Appendix L, of the Final EIS as a cost of congestion.

[-623-003

It is anticipated that Water Taxi service would be maintained during
project construction. However, please note that the Water Taxi is
operated by King County.

[-623-004
It is not within Seattle's authority to regulate working hours.

[-623-005

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the
preferred alternative. Replacing the Elliott Bay Seawall would be a
separate project if the Bored Tunnel Alternative is selected, because the
failing seawall does not have the potential to affect the seismic stability
of this alignment. The City of Seattle is already planning for the
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replacement of the seawall under the Elliott Bay Seawall Project. Please
see Chapter 3 in the Final EIS for a description of the current
configuration for each alternative in the project area.

[-623-006

Replacing the Elliott Bay Seawall would be a separate project if the
preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative is selected because the failing
seawall does not have the potential to affect the seismic stability of this
alignment.

However, if another build alternative is selected, the new seawall would
be located either landward of, or at the same location as the existing
seawall. This would result in an increase in shallow water habitat in the
project area, compared to the alternatives analyzed in the 2006
Supplemental Draft EIS. In addition to this increase in shallow water
habitat, the improvements to the quality of stormwater runoff from SR 99
as a result of the project is expected to provide some benefit to the
aquatic and wildlife species that occupy or rely on the aquatic
environment of Elliott Bay and Lake Union.
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