SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

C-058-001

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments supporting configuring SR 99 under Western and Elliott
Avenues. We also note your concerns related to the "over Western and
Elliott" configuration. With the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative, SR 99
would be constructed under Elliott and Western Avenues. The Elevated
Structure Alternative no longer proposes replacing the current Western
and Elliott overpass with a new elevated structure. Instead the existing
structure in this area would be retrofitted. This proposal would lower
costs, and would not noticeably alter existing conditions in regards to
noise, dust, and views.

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the
preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s identified
purposes and needs and the support that it has received from diverse
interests. With this alternative, the Elliott/Western Connector is a
separate project. Please refer to the Final EIS for current information.

C-058-002

A lid was incorporated into the design of the 2006 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel
Alternative and evaluated in the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS. It was
included in the project, due in part to numerous 2004 Draft EIS public
comments requesting the lead agencies to consider a lid in the Pike
Place/Belltown area. The proposed lid would extend north from where
SR 99 emerges from the tunnel’s north portal near Pine Street to Victor
Steinbrueck Park near Virginia Street. The design for this lid structure
with the current Cut-and-Cover Alternative is described in this Final EIS
and in Appendix B, Alternatives Description and Construction Methods
Discipline Report.

C-058-003
As part of the project's planning and design process the lead agencies
have met with residents, business owners, property owners, and other
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stakeholders in the Belltown neighborhood to provide information about
the project - including potential effects - and to solicit ideas about how to
minimize and mitigate these effects. We appreciate the cooperation of
Belltown stakeholders and will continue to meet with them throughout the
project to ensure that the project's planning and design addresses the
Belltown neighborhood concerns.

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the
preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s identified
purposes and needs and the support it has received from diverse
interests. Specifically, compared to the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and
Elevated Structure Alternatives, it avoids substantial closure of SR 99
during construction and it can be built in a shorter period of time than the
other two alternatives. Extended closure of SR 99 would be more
disruptive to Seattle and the Puget Sound region. Chapters 5
(Permanent Effects) and 6 (Construction Effects) in the Final EIS provide
a more in-depth comparison of trade-offs for the three alternatives.
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