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FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel

Alternative as the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the

project’s identified purpose and need and the support it has received

from diverse interests. Because the project has evolved since comments

were submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for current

information.

 

Although the Bored Tunnel alternative would remove the Elliott and

Western ramps connecting to SR 99, the City of Seattle would provide a

new connector from a reconstructed Alaskan Way surface street to Elliott

and Western. The Elliott/Western Connector is an independent project

from the Bored Tunnel Alternative. The connector would be four lanes

wide and would provide an overcrossing of the BNSF mainline railroad

tracks. Additionally, it would provide local street access to Pike and

Lenora Streets and integrate back into the street grid at Bell Street,

which would improve local street connections in Belltown. The new

roadway would include bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 

The project team is currently evaluating opportunities to improve

pedestrian access and safety. More information about mitigation during

construction can be found in Chapter 8 of the Final EIS and Appendix C,

Transportation Discipline Report.
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Appendices D and E, Visual Quality Technical Memorandum and Visual

Simulations, from the Supplemental Draft and Final EISs include the

view to the south down Elliott Avenue from Bell Street. The Visual

Quality discussion describes the differences between the three

alternatives, as to which design could act as a barrier, or conversely,

allow a continuous corridor for views as well as for pedestrian

movements. 
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In the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS, the Tunnel Alternative did

consider two types of lid structures from Pike Street to Victor Steinbrueck

Park. Also considered was the option of configuring SR 99 under Elliott

and Western Avenues as it approached the Battery Street Tunnel.
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Noise mitigation measures are discussed in Appendix F, Noise Discipline

Report, and in Chapter 8 of the Final EIS. With the Cut-and-Cover

Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives, the majority of sensitive

receptors in the Belltown area would not experience a significant change

in noise levels compared to existing conditions. The preferred Bored

Tunnel Alternative would decrease noise levels in the area just south of

the Battery Street Tunnel, but it would not change noise levels

significantly in other areas of Belltown.
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Please see the Final EIS, Appendix C Transportation Discipline Report

for updated discussion and analysis of pedestrian facilities and safety

issues for the Bored Tunnel Alternative (preferred alternative), Cut-and-

Cover Tunnel Alternative, and Elevated Structure Alternative in the

Belltown area.

Although the Bored Tunnel alternative would remove the Elliott and

Western ramps connecting to SR 99, the City of Seattle would provide a

new connector from a reconstructed Alaskan Way surface street to Elliott

and Western. The Elliott/Western Connector is an independent project

from the Bored Tunnel Alternative. The connector would be four lanes

wide and would provide an overcrossing of the BNSF mainline railroad

tracks. Additionally, it would provide local street access to Pike and

Lenora Streets and integrate back into the street grid at Bell Street,

which would improve local street connections in Belltown. The new

roadway would include bicycle and pedestrian facilities.
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The alternatives analyzed in the Final EIS do not introduce additional

connections in the Belltown area, and actually eliminate the Battery

Street ramps to general purpose traffic, except for emergency and

maintenance vehicles. While Elliott and Western Avenues will continue

to carry heavy traffic volumes (as they do today), volumes on other

streets in Belltown are generally not expected to increase for the three

alternatives analyzed in the Final EIS. Please refer to the Final EIS

Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, for more information

regarding traffic impacts in the Belltown area.
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Construction of the project will require nighttime construction activities,

and the City requires a Major Public Project Construction Noise

Variance. Construction noise mitigation requirements would be

developed and specified in the noise variance. The Major Public Project

Construction Noise Variance will be presented for public

comment. Mitigation measures are described in the Final EIS and

Appendix F, Noise Discipline Report.
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