SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

C-007-001

Since the 2004 Draft EIS, the alternatives and construction approaches
have been further developed as described in the 2006 Supplemental
Draft EIS and the Final EIS. Potential impacts from the alternatives on
the Belltown area, such as increases in traffic, noise, and dust during
construction are described in the Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation
Discipline Report; Appendix F, Noise Discipline Report; Appendix M, Air
Discipline Report; and Appendix L, Economics Discipline Report. In
addition, Appendix H, Social Discipline Report, describes potential
effects on various social elements of the Belltown neighborhood.

Coordination with the Belltown neighborhood is ongoing. Outreach
meetings have been conducted with several businesses regarding the
potential for economic and other construction or operational impacts.
Coordination will continue through the construction phase of the project.

C-007-002

The 2004 Draft EIS evaluated one construction plan that considered brief
closures of SR 99 during construction, but otherwise assumed that at
least two lanes would be provided in each direction on SR 99 or an
alternate detour route. In comments received on the 2004 Draft EIS,
many people asked the lead agencies to consider more than one
construction plan. Specifically, many people wanted to know if closing
the corridor would reduce the amount of time it takes to build the project.
To respond to this question, three different construction plans were
developed (a shorter construction plan, an intermediate construction
plan, and a longer construction plan) and evaluated in the 2006
Supplemental Draft EIS. Since 2006, the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and
Elevated Structure Alternatives and the construction approach for each
of the alternatives have been refined. One construction plan is analyzed
for each of the alternatives (Bored Tunnel, Cut-and-Cover Tunnel, and
Elevated Structure) in the Final EIS. Chapter 3 describes each
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alternative and its construction plan, and Chapter 6 describes
construction effects.

C-007-003

The lead agencies plan to maintain access to businesses and
residences throughout construction. Temporary limitations and any
required changes to access during construction will be mitigated to the
extent practicable. Mitigation measures for parking, pedestrian and
vehicle access, and business assistance are discussed in Chapter 8 of
the Final EIS. The project team will continue their coordination and
mitigation activities with local businesses and residents, freight/delivery
companies, the Port of Seattle, neighborhood groups, and other affected
groups.

The Olympic Sculpture Park is now an existing public park. The
underpass at Broad Street that was analyzed in the Draft EIS is no
longer being considered.

C-007-004

Traditional methods of noise mitigation, such as noise barriers and
berms, are not feasible to this project due to the location and densely
developed nature of the project area. The Cut-and-Cover Tunnel
Alternative considers a lid in the vicinity of Victor Steinbrueck Park. This
is the only lid being considered for the project. Other noise abatement
methods are addressed in the Final EIS in the form of a qualitative
analysis.

The majority of sensitive receptors in the Belltown area would not

experience a significant change in noise levels over existing
conditions compared to the preferred the Bored Tunnel Alternative.
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C-007-005

Specific effects on arterial streets during construction and operations are
evaluated in the Final EIS Appendix C (Sections 5 and 6), Transportation
Discipline Report.

As explained in the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS and the Final EIS, the
Surface Alternative is no longer considered as it does not meet the
project’s purpose and need to provide capacity to and through downtown
Seattle.

C-007-006

Chapter 6 the Final EIS and Appendix C, the Transportation Discipline
Report, provide information on proposed construction haul routes

and also describe the temporary construction effects. Chapter 8 of the
Final EIS describes mitigation measures for traffic. The City of Seattle
will not allow haul routes on streets where pavement conditions could not
sustain the heavier loads and trip frequencies.

C-007-007

Construction of the project will require nighttime construction activities,
and the City requires a Major Public Project Construction Noise
Variance. Construction noise mitigation requirements would be
developed and specified in the noise variance. The Major Public Project
Construction Noise Variance was presented for public comment. The
Final EIS and Appendix F, Noise Discipline Report, describe construction
noise effect in the project area.

C-007-008

Please refer to the Final EIS for updated information on pedestrian
facilities. As noted in the Final EIS, the Bored Tunnel Alternative would
remove the Elliott and Western ramps, which would contribute to
improved pedestrian safety in that area. The Program would reconfigure
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and improve the pedestrian environment in the vicinity of the existing
Elliott and Western ramps. The Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative also
would reconfigure that area. For the Elevated Structure Alternative, the
pedestrian environment would be similar to today.

Pedestrian access would be maintained at all times during construction
activities. At times, it would be necessary to reroute pedestrians using
temporary facilities/detours, but these detours would be designed to
minimize any inconvenience. Any pedestrian facility (e.g., sidewalk,
bridge, path, etc.) that may be removed to accommodate construction
activities will be replaced with a temporary facility in a nearby location.
Further details regarding the specifics of pedestrian detours during
construction will become available once the construction plans evolve.

S. Lander Street currently terminates at the railroad tracks (Colorado
Avenue S.), which would not change with any of the alternatives
evaluated for the project. There is not currently, nor would there be with
the project, pedestrian access to the waterfront via Lander Street. The
discussion of pedestrian safety and access has been updated in the
Final EIS to reflect the work that has been done since the Draft EIS was
published.
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