SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

C-008-001

Since 2004, the project has evolved (please refer to the Final EIS for
updated information). The preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative would
remove the Elliott and Western ramps. The connection between Alaskan
Way and Elliott and Western Avenues would be constructed as a
separate project. The Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure
Alternatives would include ramps between SR 99 and Elliott and
Western Avenues.

C-008-002

Many people have expressed that they enjoy the views when traveling
on the viaduct. The visual character and quality of the views, as well as
the likely viewer response of drivers and passengers, were discussed for
each alternative in the 2004 Draft EIS, 2006 and 2010 Supplemental
Draft EISs, and Final EIS.

The Final EIS analysis considers views in the SR 99 corridor, which is
designated as a City of Seattle Scenic Route, and identifies and
assesses designated view corridors largely along east-west streets.
Views from the roadway and of the viaduct structure are both assessed.
The lead agencies considered the visual quality analysis in Appendix D,
Visual Quality Discipline Report, in the 2004 Draft EIS, and 2006 and
2010 Supplemental Draft EISs during the decisionmaking process.

C-008-003

The lead agencies agree that the seismically vulnerable sections need to
be replaced as soon as possible. Chapter 3 of the Final EIS describes
the construction sequencing, staging, and durations for the preferred
alternative and other alternatives. Please refer to Chapters 6 and 8 in the
Final EIS and Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report for details
about the temporary construction effects and mitigation for traffic.
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C-008-004

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments on the Aerial Alternative. Elements of the Rebuild and Aerial
Alternatives were incorporated into the Elevated Structure Alternative to
meet today’s safety standards while minimizing the effects of a wider
structure. This alternative was analyzed in the 2006 Supplemental Draft
EIS, and the design was refined in the Final EIS. Because the project
has evolved since comments were submitted in 2004, please refer to the
Final EIS for current information.
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