SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

C-009-001

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments on the Rebuild Alternative. After studying several retrofitting
concepts, the lead agencies found that rebuilding the viaduct would not
be a cost-effective, long-term solution that adequately addresses the
risks to public safety and the weakened state of the viaduct. Elements of
the Rebuild and Aerial Alternatives were incorporated into the Elevated
Structure Alternative, which was analyzed in the 2006 Supplemental
Draft EIS and the Final EIS.

The Bored Tunnel Alternative would have the shortest construction
duration as well as the least traffic impacts during construction of any of
the build alternatives evaluated throughout the NEPA process. Although
trucks carrying flammable/combustible freight will be precluded from
using the bored tunnel to make connections to BINMIC, they will be able
to use the Alaskan Way surface street and the new Elliott/\Western
Connector as described in Chapter 5 of the Final EIS. The addition of up
to 6 minutes of travel time for these trips could contribute to an
unavoidable loss of economic productivity for the businesses affected by
these conditions. For additional detail on travel times, see Chapter 5 of
Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report.

C-009-002

The project has evolved since 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for
updated information. The preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative would
remove the Elliott and Western ramps. The connection between Alaskan
Way and Elliott and Western Avenues would be constructed as a
separate project led by the City of Seattle. The Cut-and-Cover Tunnel
and Elevated Structure Alternatives would include ramps between SR 99
and Elliott and Western Avenues.
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C-009-003

Because the project has evolved since comments were submitted in
2004, please see the Final EIS for updated information on the
alternatives. Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, includes
additional information on traffic and freight conditions. The Broad Street
undercrossing is no longer part of the project and is not included in the
Final EIS. Mercer Street would become a two-way street in the project
area. The connection between Elliott and Western Avenues and Alaskan
Way would be a separate project with the preferred Bored Tunnel
Alternative. The Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure
Alternatives would include ramps between SR 99 and Elliott and
Western Avenues.

C-009-004

The Final EIS evaluates shifts in traffic and impacts to major east-west
streets. Specific traffic impacts on major east-west corridors during the
construction phase are documented in the Final EIS Appendix C,
Transportation Discipline Report. The evaluation of construction traffic
impacts defines and identifies traffic impacts in the downtown core and in
neighboring areas such as Pioneer Square, Belltown, and the Stadium
district. The analysis targets alternative north-south routes to the Alaskan
Way Viaduct (including First Avenue, Second Avenue, etc.), as well as
key east-west arterials in and around downtown.

C-009-005

The Surface and Bypass Tunnel Alternatives have been dropped from
consideration because they did not meet the project's purpose. Both
alternatives would have caused substantial increases in travel times and
congestion.
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C-009-006

Transporting flammable or hazardous materials would be prohibited in
the bored tunnel. Operators hauling these types of materials would need
to use I-5 or Alaskan Way.

The project team is committed to working with the freight community and
the City to define alternative routes and appropriate mitigation for the
construction period. These are addressed in the Final EIS Appendix C,
Transportation Discipline Report. In addition, WSDOT will be preparing a
construction traffic management plan for the selected alternative as
construction plans are refined.

C-009-007

Chapter 6 in the Final EIS discusses other major construction projects in
the downtown area that may overlap with the Alaskan Way Viaduct
construction schedule. Since the Draft EIS was published in 2004, the
Seattle Monorail Project has been cancelled and the Seattle Ferry
Terminal Project has been delayed. The Alaskan Way Viaduct
Replacement Project will continue to coordinate with the other major
construction projects in the area.

C-009-008

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle are committed to working with
the freight community to develop alternative freight routes and strategies
to address freight concerns during the construction period. The project
has identified a number of strategies designed specifically for freight, in
addition to the strategies designed to reduce travel demand and mitigate
traffic congestion. All strategies identified for freight and general traffic
will be in-place prior to major construction. Chapter 8 of the Final EIS
and Appendix C, the Transportation Discipline Report, also discuss the
effects and mitigation for freight during construction.

The construction plans for all alternatives assume construction could
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occur up to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The lead agencies must
balance the construction schedule with the transportation needs in the
corridor when deciding how long SR 99 will be completely closed during
construction. Not all types of construction activities would be allowed

24 hours a day. For example, as part of the mitigation measures
associated with the noise variance permit, the noisest construction
activities will likely be limited to daytime hours. Please refer to the Final
EIS and Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report for details about
the temporary construction effects and mitigation for traffic.

C-009-009

These economic and business effects have been taken into
consideration during all phases of the project design and development of
construction sequencing, along with other environmental effects. These
effects and mitigation measures for the current alternatives are
described in the Final EIS and Appendix L, Economics Discipline Report.
The project team will continue to work with businesses throughout the
construction process.

C-009-010

The project area that is north and east of the Battery Street Tunnel is
part of the project because it is an important part of the transportation
system that connects SR 99 to both the viaduct portion of SR 99 and
local streets. Two purposes of the project as stated in the purpose and
need statement are to:

* Provide capacity for automobiles, freight, and transit to efficiently
move people and goods to and through downtown Seattle, and
» Provide linkages to the regional transportation system and to and

from downtown Seattle and the local street system.

This includes access to and from downtown, which is provided by
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connections made north of Battery Street Tunnel. Therefore, these areas
are part of the same corridor from a transportation planning perspective.
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