
C-012-001

The Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project team has been and

continues to coordinate with other projects in the area throughout the

design process to ensure that viaduct plans effectively interface with

current design plans for other projects (including SR 519, S. Spokane

Street Viaduct, and SR 509).

Several projects, such as S. Spokane Street Project, are included in the

updated regional 2030 baseline model used for the Final EIS

transportation analysis. Other projects that had uncertain plans,

timelines, or did not have funding sources were not specifically described

in the EIS because of their uncertainty.  Please refer to the Final EIS for

updated information.
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C-012-002

The project has been designed to accommodate freight movements due

to its importance as a freight corridor. A discussion of traffic effects to all

travelers, and specifically freight, is discussed in the Final EIS.

 

C-012-003

The Surface and Bypass Tunnel Alternatives have been dropped from

consideration because they did not meet the project's purpose. Both

alternatives would have caused substantial increases in travel times and

congestion.

 

C-012-004

Relocation of the downtown ramps from Seneca and Columbia Streets to

King Street is not expected to increase traffic in the North Duwamish

area. Traffic that currently uses the existing downtown ramps at

Columbia Street and Seneca Street is expected to travel further south

along city streets (such as Alaskan Way) to access the new SR 99

ramps at in the stadium area. Traffic is not expected to divert further

south than the new stadium area interchange. Traffic modeling indicates

that these new ramps could actually slightly decrease traffic on arterials

routes south of the stadium area downtown since they provide additional

access to the south downtown area.

The referenced northbound off-ramp at S. Atlantic Street has been

moved to Alaskan Way at S. Dearborn Street. This strategy was included

in the final design of the S. Holgate Street to S. King Street Viaduct

Replacement Project.

 

C-012-005

The lead agencies plan to maintain access to businesses and

residences throughout construction. Temporary limitations and any

required changes to access during construction will be mitigated to the
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extent practicable. Mitigation measures for parking, pedestrian and

vehicle access, and business assistance are discussed in Chapter 8 of

the Final EIS. The project team will continue their coordination and

mitigation activities with local businesses and residents, freight/delivery

companies, the Port of Seattle, neighborhood groups, and other affected

groups.

 

C-012-006

Construction for the SR 519 project is complete. With the SR 519

Project, WSDOT improved connections for traffic heading to the Port of

Seattle terminals, Colman Dock ferry terminal, central waterfront area,

sports stadiums, and destinations in Seattle's SODO neighborhood.

SR 519 improvements separate car, freight, pedestrian, and rail traffic to

help improve mobility, pedestrian safety and reduce the risk of collisions.

All major work was completed before the start of construction to replace

the Alaskan Way Viaduct between S. Holgate and S. King streets.

The City of Seattle designed the South Spokane Street Viaduct

Widening Project in 1995 and has been implementing it in phases due to

funding availability. Major portions of this project are under construction

and the project is scheduled to be complete by May 2012. Please see

the project's website for more details:

http://www.cityofseattle.net/transportation/spokanestreet.htm

 

C-012-007

Land use assumptions used for the Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement

Project traffic models, including forecasted growth in households and

employment, is based on the most current information provided in the

Puget Sound Regional Council's Metropolitan Transportation Plan (2030)

and the City of Seattle's Comprehensive Plan.

Model assumptions were updated for the Final EIS. Details regarding
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these updates can be found in the Transportation Discipline Report

(Appendix C) of the Final EIS.

 

C-012-008

The lead agencies have coordinated continuously with the Port of Seattle

with regard to the Port's operations and facilities along the waterfront,

particularly the Terminal 46 container terminal facility currently under

lease to Hanjin. The design team has also coordinated continuously with

the railroads, recognizing the importance of maintaining viable freight

access to the SIG railyard, and of keeping the BNSF tail track

operational.

A tunnel extending as far south as Holgate Street was examined much

earlier in the process, and was ultimately screened out for various

reasons, including cost. This cut-and-cover tunnel involved a Utah

Avenue S. alignment that was investigated as part of several of these

earlier concepts. Several flaws eliminated this possibility:

The Utah Avenue alignment was unlikely to be compatible with the

existing S. Spokane Street interchange, as well as the existing First

Avenue S. ramps to and from S. Spokane Street. This could require

a complete reconstruction of these two areas.

1.

A Utah Avenue S. alignment would also make a grade separation of

S. Atlantic Street and S. Royal Brougham Way infeasible.

2.

To allow local access, a Utah Avenue S. alignment would probably

be on an aerial structure from S. Spokane Street to the stadium

area, adding significant costs to the project.

3.

The design of the south end of the project corridor is a result

of attempting to carefully balance the needs of freight mobility both in

general and with regard to the Port's container terminal facilities, stadium

event traffic, and pedestrian safety and connectivity. Please see the
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Final EIS for the current configuration of the south end of the project for

each proposed build alternative.

 

C-012-009

Current cost estimate and future financing include mitigation measures

to protect and support local businesses. These measures, and their

costs, will be refined as project planning and development continues.

Alternative routes for freight and oversized vehicles will be provided

during all phases of construction. 
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