
B-008-001

Thank you for your continued involvement in the project. The project

team has continued to work with the Seattle Mariners and the public as

the project design has evolved. Please also see the responses to your

letter on the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS.

 

B-008-002

In June 2010, WSDOT completed the SR 519 S. Seattle Intermodal

Access - Royal Brougham Project, which improved mobility and

pedestrian safety around SR 519. That project addressed some of the

concerns raised in this comment. The construction of the S. Atlantic

Street intersection is now part of the S. Holgate Street to S. King Street

Viaduct Replacement Project. This project began construction in the

summer of 2010. Please see the Final EIS for current information on the

ramp configurations in the south project area.
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B-008-003

A Massachusetts Street interchange was examined during the original

screening process as both a stand-alone interchange and as part of an

integrated system. The main reasons for not pursuing an interchange at

Massachusetts Street include the following:

The SIG railyard is located between SR 99 and Colorado Street.•

There is a need for a more significant aerial structure (due to the

railyard).

•

High costs are associated with potential right-of-way and/or rail track

relocation.

•

It would provide a less direct connection to/from SR 519.•

This location is within the S. Holgate Street to S. King Street Viaduct

Replacement Project boundaries.

 

B-008-004

Construction will include coordination with adjacent businesses and

residents, such as the Seattle Mariners, to ensure mitigation of

construction impacts. Light and glare effects on Safeco Field are likely

only if high intensity lighting is located on very high supports. This

potential impact can be mitigated by designing construction lighting at an

intensity and elevation that will ensure no spillover to seating and playing

areas.

 

B-008-005

Please see Chapter 6 of the Final EIS and Appendix B, Alternatives

Description and Construction Methods Discipline Report, for current

information on the construction plan for each alternative. No pile driving

is currently planned in the vicinity of Safeco Field.

The City of Seattle Department of Planning and Development typically
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grants temporary noise variances to construction projects with nighttime

work activities if there is no practical means to work within the City noise

ordinance. The long duration and unique nature of the Alaskan Way

Viaduct Project requires an extended noise variance from the

City. Obtaining this type of variance involves a public hearing process

that influences the final decisions and stipulations made by the City,

which sets forth noise mitigation measures that the contractor is required

to meet.

 

B-008-006

Pedestrian access will be maintained at all times during construction

activities. At times, it will be necessary to reroute pedestrians using

temporary facilities/detours, but these detours will be designed to

minimize any inconvenience. Any sidewalk or the Marion Street

pedestrian bridge that would be removed to accommodate construction

activities will be replaced with a temporary facility in a nearby location

that provides sufficient capacity to accommodate pedestrian demand.

 

B-008-007

Construction-related effects on traffic in the stadium area have been

evaluated in greater detail since the release of the 2004 Draft EIS and

are described in the Final EIS. Additionally, Chapter 8 of the Final EIS

descibes mitigation measures identified to assist in managing traffic

during the construction period.

 

B-008-008

The lead agencies recognize that businesses along the central

waterfront, Western Avenue, and Pioneer Square rely on the short-term

parking in the area. The City of Seattle Department of Transportation

(SDOT), in coordination with the project, has conducted parking studies

as part of the process to develop mitigation strategies and better

manage the city’s parking resources. SDOT's studies identified a number
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of strategies to offset the loss of short-term parking in this area, including

new or leased parking and the increased utilization of existing parking.

Although the mitigation measures would be most needed during

construction, many of them could be retained and provide benefits over

the longer term. Specific parking mitigation strategies have not yet been

determined, but the project has allocated $30 million for parking

mitigation. The parking mitigation strategies will continue to evolve in

coordination with the project and community partners. Parking measures

under consideration and refinement include:

Encourage shift from long-term parking to short-term parking•

Provide short-term parking (off-street), especially serving waterfront

piers, downtown retail, and other heavy retail/commercial corridors

•

Implement electronic parking guidance system•

Provide alternate opportunities to facilitate commercial loading

activities

•

Develop a Center City parking marketing program•

Use existing and new social media and blog outlets to provide

frequent parking updates

•

Establish a construction worker parking policy that is implemented

by the Contractor

•

Refer to the Parking Mitigation during Construction section in Chapter 6

of the Transportation Discipline Report (Appendix C of the Final EIS) for

additional information.

 

B-008-009

The lead agencies plan to maintain access to businesses and

residences throughout construction. Temporary limitations and any

required changes to access during construction will be mitigated to the

extent practicable. Mitigation measures for parking, pedestrian and

vehicle access, and business assistance are discussed in Chapter 8 of

the Final EIS. The project team will continue their coordination and
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mitigation activities with local businesses and residents, freight/delivery

companies, the Port of Seattle, neighborhood groups, and other affected

groups.

 

B-008-010

Mitigation measures for dust (particulate matter) are discussed in

Chapter 8 of the Final EIS and Appendix M, Air Discipline Report.

Measures include:

Spraying exposed soil with water or other dust palliatives to

reduce emissions of PM10 and deposition of particulate matter.

•

Covering all trucks transporting materials, wetting materials in

trucks, or providing adequate freeboard (space from the top of the

material to the top of the truck) to reduce particulate emissions

during transportation.

•

Removing particulate matter deposited on paved public roads to

reduce mud and resultant windblown dust on area roadways.

•

The lead agencies will continue coordination and mitigation activities with

business, residential, and other affected groups as project construction

moves forward.

 

B-008-011

Lighting, including the intensity and mounting elevation, on SR 99 will be

designed to minimize impacts on adjacent uses, particularly Safeco and

Qwest Fields. Specific coordination with Safeco Field will be undertaken

to ensure that the seating areas are not substantially affected by glare

from the roadway light sources.

 

B-008-012

In June 2010, WSDOT completed the SR 519 S. Seattle Intermodal

Access - Royal Brougham Project, which improved mobility and
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pedestrian safety, and addressed some of the concerns raised in this

comment. Construction of the S. Atlantic Street intersection is now part

of the S. Holgate Street to S. King Street Viaduct Replacement Project.

This project began construction in the summer of 2010.

Pedestrian access will be maintained during construction of the Alaskan

Way Viaduct Replacement Project, although temporary detours will be

needed in some locations. Please see the Final EIS for current

information on access, pedestrian safety, and mitigation measures.
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