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FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments on the Rebuild and Aerial Alternatives. After studying several
retrofitting concepts, the lead agencies found that rebuilding the viaduct
would not be a cost-effective, long-term solution that adequately
addresses the risks to public safety and the weakened state of the
viaduct. Elements of the Rebuild and Aerial Alternatives were
incorporated into the Elevated Structure Alternative, which was analyzed
in the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS and the Final EIS. Because the
project has evolved since comments were submitted in 2004, please
refer to the Final EIS for current information.

The views of Elliott Bay, Puget Sound, and the Olympic Mountains are
prized by many. Views are currently enjoyed by motorists and
passengers traveling on the upper deck of the existing viaduct. However,
the views for motorists and pedestrians using downtown streets in the
vicinity of the waterfront are interrupted by the existing viaduct structure.
This structure is considered by some to be a substantial visual intrusion
as well as a source of noise and shadow for the Pioneer Square Historic
District and the Central Waterfront. Impacts to views are discussed in the
Final EIS and considered in detail in Appendix D, Visual Quality
Discipline Report.

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the
preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s identified
purposes and needs and the support it has received from diverse
interests. The Bored Tunnel Alternative does not include the connection
between Alaskan Way and Elliott and Western Avenues. These would be
constructed as a separate project.
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