
O-003-001

Thank you for your acknowledgement of the collaboration and dialogue

that we have had with the Pike Place Market PDA. FHWA has

considered and documented expected impacts from the proposed action

and we believe that the mitigation proposed in the Final EIS and Record

of Decision is sufficient. Specific responses to the comments provided

by the Pike Place Market PDA's requests are provided in the responses

below.
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O-003-002

The Project would not result in a permanent loss of parking in these

surface lots (Blanchard/Lenora). After the viaduct demolition work over

these lots is completed, these surface lots could be re-opened. The

completion of all demolition activities in the Market area would occur in

2016 within a period of approximately 6 to 8 weeks.

Long-term accessibility impacts to the Pike Place Market parking garage

are not expected.  Access to this garage will not be affected during

construction because of its location away from Bored Tunnel

construction activities.

Traffic volumes in the project’s built condition are not anticipated to

impede pedestrian or vehicular access to the Market from the west; nor

would access to the Market’s parking garage or elevator be impeded.

 

O-003-003

Construction effects are discussed in Chapter 6 and cumulative effects

are discussed in Chapter 7 of the Final EIS. Cumulative effects specific

to historic resources are discussed in Chapter 7, Question 12 of the Final

EIS. Further discussion of cumulative effects specific to historic

resources as a result of the Bored Tunnel Alternative can be found in

Chapter 7 of Appendix I of the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS.

WSDOT has met with the Pike Place Market PDA concerning this project

on seven occasions. FHWA has received comments from the Pike Place

Market PDA concerning the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS, which

described the Bored Tunnel as the preferred alternative. The Pike Place

Market PDA never requested to become a Section 106 consulting party.

During the Section 106 consultation process, FHWA and WSDOT

approved every request received in writing to become a Section 106

consulting party. The City of Seattle, who chartered the Pike Place

Market PDA and administers the Pike Place Market Historical
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Commission, is a Section 106 consulting party and the City Historic

Preservation Officer is a concurring party to the Section 106

Memorandum of Agreement for the project.

 

O-003-004

For the Bored Tunnel Alternative, demolition of the viaduct would take

approximately 9 months. The viaduct would be demolished in two-block

segments, with each segment taking no more than 4 weeks.

Construction of the bored tunnel in the vicinity of Pike Place Market

would include tunnel boring, which would include underground activities.

Access will be maintained to social resources during viaduct demolition.

Please see Chapter 6, Questions 23 and 24 of the Final EIS for a

discussion of effects on social resources and low-income and minority

populations during project construction.

 

O-003-005

The Elliott/Western Connector is not part of the proposed project

evaluated in the Final EIS.  The Elliott/Western Connector is a separate,

independent project as described in Chapter 2, Question 9 of the Final

EIS that will be examined through a separate environmental process. 

The Final EIS evaluated the cumulative effects of other reasonably

foreseeable projects, such as the Elliott/Western Connector in Chapter 7

of the Final EIS.  Additionally, Appendix C, Transportation Discipline

Report, Chapter 8 evaluates potential cumulative transportation effects

of the proposed project in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable

projects, including the Elliott/Western Connector. More specifically,

Section 8.2.4 of Appendix C discusses traffic operations at key

intersections for the proposed project in conjunction with the

Elliott/Western Connector and other reasonably foreseeable projects.

 

O-003-006

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation.  We appreciate
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your continued efforts and our responses to your concerns have been

included in the Record of Decision.
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