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Your concern about air quality at the tunnel portals is acknowledged. As
noted in the Final EIS Appendix R, Energy Discipline Report, the exhaust
from the ventilation stacks and tunnel portals were modeled in the Final
EIS, and, based on this modeling, no exceedance of the National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) would occur. Mobile Source Air
Toxic (MSAT) emissions were also analyzed in the Final EIS, using
FHWA guidelines. FHWA has developed this approach because
currently available technical tools do not allow a prediction of the project-
specific health effects (such as health risks) that would result from the
potential MSAT emission changes associated with a project.
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Page 4 of the Energy Discipline Report, Final EIS Appendix R,
summarizes the results of Exhibit 1-2 on page 5. Exhibit 1-2 reports that
the total regional operational energy and greenhouse gas emissions are
higher for the 2030 Viaduct Closed (No Build Alternative).

With the Viaduct Closed in 2030, traffic volumes (measured in vehicle
miles traveled) in the city center would decrease, but traffic volumes in
the region would increase; see Exhibit 5-1 in the Energy Discipline
Report. Exhibits 5-2, 5-3 and 7-3 in the Energy Discipline Report and the
calculations in Appendix A of the Energy Discipline Report show that the
operational energy and greenhouse gas emissions are lower in the city
center and higher in the region under the 2030 Viaduct Closed (No Build
Alternative). Please note, the city center is included in the regional
analysis, therefore, overall, the highest calculated operational energy
and greenhouse gas emissions were for the 2030 Viaduct Closed (No
Build Alternative). As described in section 2.3 of the Energy Discipline
Report, the city center area is bordered by Aloha Street on the north,
15th Avenue on the east, S. Holgate Street on the south, and Elliott Bay
on the west, as shown on Exhibit 2-3. The region includes all the traffic
movements in King, Pierce, Snohomish, and Kitsap Counties; the
regional study area is shown on Exhibit 2-4 of the Energy Discipline
Report.
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The information referred to in this comment consists of voluminous
numeric output from analytical models and was provided upon request in
time for examination during the Final EIS comment period.
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