SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix T 2010 Comments and Responses

H-004-001

The Final EIS Chapter 3, Alternatives Development, describes
environmental documentation that occurred prior to the 2010
Supplemental Draft EIS. This included evaluation of the Rebuild
Alternative. After studying several retrofitting concepts, the lead agencies
found that rebuilding the viaduct would not be cost effective or a prudent
use of public monies. Therefore it is not a reasonable alternative.

H-004-002

Following the 2007 public advisory vote rejecting both a cut-and-cover
tunnel and an elevated structure replacement, WSDOT, King County and
the City of Seattle began an open and transparent public process to
review options for the Alaskan Way Viaduct's central waterfront section.

The agencies assembled a Stakeholder Advisory Committee of almost
30 people, representing neighborhoods, business and freight interests,
labor groups, and environmental and other cause-driven organizations to
review options; hosted public meetings to share the committee's
process; and sought public input.

As we initially evaluated surface and elevated options, many of the
stakeholders expressed concerns about how such options would affect
the waterfront as a place for people and maintain mobility in and through
downtown both during and after construction. The proposed bored tunnel
was seen by many as the solution that would best balance all of these
goals.

In 2009, following this process, the Governor, then-King County
Executive, then-Seattle Mayor and Port of Seattle CEO recommended
the bored tunnel as the replacement. The Washington State Legislature
passed legislation that endorses the bored tunnel and provides the
budget authority necessary for its construction, and Governor Gregoire
signed the bill into law. The Seattle City Council also voted unanimously
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to authorize the Mayor to sign a memorandum of agreement that outlines
the State and City's responsibilities for the viaduct replacement program,
including the proposed bored tunnel.

H-004-003

The preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative would improve water quality
compared to existing conditions because stormwater runoff would be
treated prior to being discharged. Treating stormwater runoff prior to
discharge would reduce potential effects to fish, wildlife, and vegetation
resources compared to existing conditions. Please see the Final EIS
Chapters 5 (Permanent Effects) and 6 (Construction Effects) for current
information about impacts to fish.
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