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Carbon impacts and transit capacity would be similar for all the build
alternatives. Freight connections to the downtown core and
Ballard/Interbay area would change with the Bored Tunnel Alternative
since the existing ramps to Columbia and Seneca Streets and Elliott and
Western Avenues would be removed. These freight movements would
need to use the surface street network. Vehicles carrying hazardous and
flammable cargo would be prohibited in the bored tunnel (this type of
cargo is not permitted in the Battery Street Tunnel today). However all
other freight and transit movements would be allowed in the bored
tunnel.
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As described in Chapter 8 of the 2010 SDEIS, the Bored Tunnel
Alternative will carry only 2 to 2.5 percent fewer vehicles than the Cut-
and Cover and Elevated Structure Alternatives.
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Overall project costs are included with the project description and are
used for the analysis of economic impacts. Cost estimates for mitigation
are included in the overall project costs. These estimates, along with
other cost estimates, are refined as the planning and design process
proceeds and details are developed. All cost estimates allow for
escalation and inflation and include contingencies for unforeseen events.
The project is included in the financially-constrained long range plan
adopted by the Puget Sound Regional Council (the area’s Metropolitan
Planning Organization, or MPO). Cost estimates for the alternatives
evaluated in the Final EIS are:

« Bored Tunnel — $1.96 billion

e Cut-and-Cover Tunnel — $3.0 to $3.6 billion
» Elevated Structure — $1.9 to $2.4 billion
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These cost estimates do include different elements. The Bored Tunnel
Alternative cost does not include replacing the seawall, improving the
Alaskan Way surface street, or building a streetcar. Costs for the Cut-
and-Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives do not include
replacing the seawall between Union and Broad Streets.
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