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The Final EIS Chapter 1, Introduction, describes the Purpose and Need

for the project and one of several purposes is to provide capacity for

automobiles, freight, and transit to efficiently move people and goods to

and through downtown Seattle. The Nisqually earthquake in 2001

demonstrated the urgent need for replacing the viaduct with a seismically

safe facility. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel

Alternative as the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the

project’s identified purposes and needs and the support that it has

received from diverse interests. Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation

Discipline Report, covers issues related to capacity, traffic patterns and

conditions, and access for freight. Final EIS Appendix I, Historic,

Cultural, and Archaeological Resources Discipline Report, covers issues

related to potential effects of the project on cultural resources. FHWA,

WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your comments on

the Elevated Structure Alternative and rebuilding the viaduct.
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