SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix T 2010 Comments and Responses

[-076-001

Long-range planning documents, such as the Puget Sound Regional
Council's long-range transportation plan, Transportation 2040, have
identified system-wide highway tolling as a means to control congestion
and a funding source for future transportation projects as revenues from
taxing gasoline continue to diminish. Therefore, consistent with the
region's long-range transportation planning strategy, it is possible that
the state legislature will continue to impose tolls on SR 99 even after the
viaduct replacement is funded.

[-076-002

The visual quality effects of the removal of the viaduct for both the Bored
Tunnel (preferred alternative) and the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative
are described in both the Final EIS text as well as Appendix D, Visual
Quality Discipline Report. The evaluation of effects covers both the
views from the SR 99 roadway (the existing viaduct) as well as views
toward the roadway for the Elevated Structure Alternative.

The evaluation and discussion of these effects on today's views from the
existing viaduct were also covered in the Supplemental Draft EIS
(October 2010) and its Appendix D, Visual Quality Discipline Report, for
the Bored Tunnel Alternative which would remove the viaduct.

I-076-003

Any enhancement in property values that may occur would take place
after the construction period. And because construction would be
completed several years in the future, it is difficult to predict events and
condition at that time. Economic conditions are often one of the strongest
influences on market values, and these conditions may vary greatly from
one year to another. If for example, the Seattle area economy continues
to decline substantially as the viaduct is being replaced, completion of
the project would likely have less immediate influence on the price of real
estate. Because of all the considerations that go into the purchase of
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property, the EIS does not speculate on how the project might influence
the value of land or buildings in the area.

[-076-004

The effects of tolling upon low-income communities is discussed in Final
EIS Appendix H, Social Discipline Report. The discussion includes both
the effects of choosing to pay a toll to use SR 99 and the effects of
choosing an alternate non-tolled route.
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