
I-088-001

The 2004 Draft EIS included evaluation of the Surface Alternative. This

alternative was eliminated because it reduced roadway capacity and

didn't meet the project's purpose as identified in the 2004 Draft EIS.

Some people and groups feel the viaduct could be replaced by a

combination of improvements to surface streets, I-5, and additional

transit service. The Surface and Transit Hybrid approach was rejected

because the lead agencies determined it lacked the capacity to serve the

long-term needs of the region and, therefore, did not meet the project’s

purpose and need. Please see Chapter 2, Alternatives Development, in

the Final EIS, which describes the alternatives screening process and a

brief discussion of why the Surface and Transit Hybrid was not carried

forward for further evaluation. Also, the Surface and Transit Scenario

Year 2030 Analysis Results is included in Appendix W, Screening

Reports, of the Final EIS.

 

I-088-002

The alignment of the Bored Tunnel Alternative is not along the seawall

and tunnel boring activities would occur at a distance from the seawall.

Additionally, before tunnel boring begins, soil improvements and

stabilizing measures will occur where needed to strengthen the existing

soil along the bored tunnel alignment to better accommodate tunnel

construction and prevent potential construction effects. The distance of

the boring from the seawall and the soil improvement measures would

make seawall damage from tunnel boring unlikely.
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