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[-098-001
FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments on the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative.

[-098-002

Environmental documentation for the project has been prepared in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)(42
U.S.C. 4322(2)(c)) and the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)(Ch.
43.21 C RCW). The purpose and need statement is included in Question
5 of Chapter 1, Introduction, in the Final EIS. Chapter 2, Alternatives
Development, of the Final EIS describes the history of the project,
including how the Purpose and Need was updated and alternatives
development.

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the
preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s identified
purposes and needs and the support it has received from diverse
interests. Specifically, compared to the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and
Elevated Structure Alternatives, it avoids substantial closure of SR 99
during construction and it can be built in a shorter period of time than the
other two alternatives. Extended closure of SR 99 would be more
disruptive to Seattle and the Puget Sound region. Chapters 5
(Permanent Effects) and 6 (Construction Effects) in the Final EIS provide
a more in-depth comparison of trade-offs for the alternatives.

Please refer to the Final EIS for current information. FHWA, WSDOT,

and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your comments on the Cut-
and-Cover Tunnel Alternative.
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