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[-119-001

The evaluation of the effects of changes in the lane configuration, access
points, and alignment of SR 99, traffic volumes were analyzed
throughout the transportation system located in the study area. The
analysis captured combined traffic volumes on I-5, SR 99 and local
streets at specific locations called screenlines. For all screenlines
assessed for the Supplmental Draft EIS, the 2015 Existing Viaduct and
the 2015 Bored Tunnel carry about the same amount of traffic, which
demonstrates that the Bored Tunnel Alternative would accomodate a
similar number of vehicles compared to the viaduct even though the lane
configuration and access points would change.

Please see the Final EIS, Chapter 5 Appendix C, Transportation
Discipline Report for updated transportation analysis.
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The analysis shows that the removal of the mid-town and Western
Avenue ramps in general would maintain or slightly improve the
intersection traffic operations as compared to the 2015 Existing Viaduct.
With the Bored Tunnel Alternative, traffic using the Stadium area ramps
to access downtown would disperse over several city arterials, including
the improved Alaskan Way, First, Second, and Fourth Avenues. Traffic
analysis indicates that this arrangement would result in comparable or
better overall traffic distribution and flow than is experienced with the
current ramps. This is because the current ramps concentrate traffic to a
single, congested location in the central downtown. The relocated ramps
would instead allow drivers to diffuse through the street grid using many
different paths.

Updated analysis has been included in the Final EIS. Please refer to

Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, for additional detailed
analysis.
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