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[-128-001

The lead agencies acknowledge that effects of climate change may alter
the function, sizing, and operation of the facility. The project's design has
taken into account current research on projected sea-level rise over the
100-year design life of the facility. The sea level is projected to rise
approximately 1 foot over the design life of the facility. The design
process will continue to examine all proejct features to provide greater
resilience and function with the potential effects brought on by climate
change.

[-128-002

The cost estimate for the Bored Tunnel Alternative includes $205 million
to cover project risk, such as the the need to retrieve a stuck bored
tunnel machine. Independent experts and cost estimators experienced in
tunnels, underground construction, and megaproject delivery have
reviewed the bored tunnel cost estimate. The viaduct replacement
project also has a technical advisory team with more than 295 years of
collective experience delivering projects around the world that provides
guidance on risk management, construction methods, and oversight. It is
expected that this pool of money set aside for risk will cover the cost of
tunnel boring machine maintenance and/or repair.

[-128-003

With the Bored Tunnel Alternative, traffic using the Stadium area ramps
to access downtown would disperse over several city arterials, including
the improved Alaskan Way, First, Second, and Fourth Avenues. If the
facility is tolled, diversion is expected and the lead agencies
acknowledge that an acceptable solution to minimize the amount of
diverted traffic in order to optimize operation of the transportation
network should be sought. Strategies for optimization will be developed
by the Tolling Advisory Committee (TAC). See Chapter 8, Mitigation, of
the Final EIS for a discussion of the work of the TAC.
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The possible effects of tolling have been further analyzed in this Final
EIS for all alternatives. Additional detail on tolling effects can be found in
Chapter 7 of the Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report.

[-128-004
Project financial planning includes measures to prevent damage to
buildings and repair or restoration if that is necessary.

[-128-005

The Final EIS and Appendix R, Energy Discipline Report, discuss energy
and greenhouse gases. The lead agencies have identified the Bored
Tunnel Alternative as the preferred alternative due to its ability to best
meet the project’s identified purposes and needs and the support it has
received from diverse interests. Specifically, compared to the Cut-and-
Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives, it avoids substantial
closure of SR 99 during construction and it can be built in a shorter
period of time than the other two alternatives. Extended closure of SR 99
would be more disruptive to Seattle and the Puget Sound region.
Chapters 5 (Permanent Effects) and 6 (Construction Effects) in the Final
EIS provide a more in-depth comparison of trade-offs for the three
alternatives.

July 2011



