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In 2007 an advisory vote was held in Seattle, calling for an up-down vote
on a cut-and-cover tunnel and an elevated structure to replace the
viaduct. Both received a majority “no” vote. Following the vote, WSDOT,
King County and the City of Seattle began an open and collaborative
process of evaluating replacement alternatives for the Alaskan Way
Viaduct's central waterfront section. The agencies assembled a
Stakeholder Advisory Committee of almost 30 people, representing
neighborhoods, business and freight interests, labor groups, and
environmental and other cause-driven organizations; hosted public
meetings at key milestones to show the committee's progress; and
sought public input. As we initially evaluated surface and elevated
options, many of the stakeholders expressed concerns about how such
options would affect the waterfront as a place for people and maintain
mobility in and through downtown both during and after construction. The
proposed bored tunnel was seen by many as the solution that would best
balance all of these goals.

In 2009, following this process, the Governor, then-King County
Executive, then-Seattle Mayor and Port of Seattle CEO recommended
the bored tunnel as the replacement. The Washington State Legislature
passed legislation that endorses the bored tunnel and provides the
budget authority necessary for its construction, and Governor Gregoire
signed the bill into law. The Seattle City Council voted unanimously to
authorize the Mayor to sign a memorandum of agreement that outlines
the State and City's responsibilities for the viaduct replacement program,
including the proposed bored tunnel.

[-139-002
We understand that all public money comes from taxpayers and are
committed to see that it is put to good, cost-effective use.
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