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Chapter 2, Alternatives Development, of the Final EIS describes the

project’s history and alternatives evaluated prior to the 2010

Supplemental Draft EIS. The 2004 Draft EIS included evaluation of the

Surface Alternative. This alternative was eliminated because it reduced

roadway capacity and didn't meet the project's purpose as identified in

the 2004 Draft EIS. Transit enhancements are program elements

associated with the preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative and are

discussed in Chapter 7, Cumulative Effects, of the Final EIS.
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As discussed in Chapter 1, Introduction, of the Final EIS, the purpose of

this project is to replace a seismically-vulnerable transportation facility

that is at the end of its useful life. This project does not influence regional

land use decisions. The indirect effects on land use as a result of the

Bored Tunnel Alternative are discussed in Appendix G, Land Use

Discipline Report, of the Final EIS.
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The Final EIS Chapter 1, Introduction, describes the Purpose and Need

for the project and one of several purposes is to provide capacity for

automobiles, freight, and transit to efficiently move people and goods to

and through downtown Seattle. The preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative

has been evaluated based on their ability to meet the Purpose and

Need. Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, covers issues

related to congestion and accessibility. Appendix R, Energy Discipline

Report covers issues related to climate change. Please refer to the Final

EIS for current information.
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