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L-002-001

We will work closely with Port of Seattle staff to ensure your tenants are

involved in design decisions as appropriate.

 

L-002-002

The project team is also committed to continuing to work closely with the

Port of Seattle during the design and construction of the south portal. We

have corrected the sentence in the Final EIS.

 

L-002-003

For the Final EIS, Mercer Street is assumed to be a six-lane cross-

section with three lanes in each direction under Aurora Avenue. The

preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative includes the curved Sixth Avenue

configuration. 

Please see the Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline

Report, for discussions regarding freight routes during construction and

final design of the build alternatives, including the Bored Tunnel

(Preferred Alternative), as well as the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative

and the Elevated Structure Alternative. Appendix C describes

transportation condition associated with the SR 99 corridor through

downtown Seattle and predicts the transportation performance and

effects of the project and larger Program.

 

L-002-004

Travel times along the routes between Ballard and S. Spokane Street

can be found in Chapter 5 of the Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation

Discipline Report.  These travel times are for an average of all vehicles

including general purpose and freight traffic. The traffic analysis results

represent an average of all vehicles including general purpose and

freight traffic. A separate detailed traffic analysis for freight was not

performed. Refer to Chapter 8 of the Final EIS Appendix C,
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Transportation Discipline Report for cumulative effects, including the

proposed Elliott/Western Connector and two-way Mercer West Project.

Under the Bored Tunnel Alternative, trucks could potentially experience

longer delays at Broad Street due to increased traffic as well as regular

train crossings. However, the project assumes that all the Program

elements, including the Elliott/Western Connector and Alaskan Way

surface street improvements would be in place by the design year 2030.

The Program elements are expected to improve freight mobility and

access to Alaskan Way businesses as discussed in Chapter 8 of the

Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report.

 

L-002-005

With the potential to adjust toll rates in small increments during multiple

time periods and in either direction, it is not possible at the EIS stage to

select the final toll rates that would ultimately be implemented for the

project. In fact, if tolling is implemented on the project, a series of tolling

analyses would be conducted to finalize the rates and specific

implementation strategies. The possible effects of tolling are further

analyzed in this Final EIS. Please see Chapter 5 and Appendix C,

Transportation Discipline Report. SR 99 south of the tunnel, including

access to the interchange in the stadium areas, is not being considered

for tolling.  

 

L-002-006

Operational noise and vibration effects are described in Chapter 5 and

mitigation measures are described in Chapter 8 of the Final EIS. Effects

are evaluated for existing land uses only, future land uses are not

evaluated. Chapter 7 of the Final EIS discusses cumulative effects;

cumulative noise effects that would result from the completion of this

project and other foreseeable, future projects are discussed there.

Noise impacts were not evaluated for industrial zone areas (such as
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Terminal 46). Noise levels were evaluated at Pier 69 and noise levels at

Pier 66 would be similar to those modeled at Pier 69. Noise levels at Pier

69 would be similar to existing conditions. Mitigation measures, such as

noise walls, were evaluated in the Noise Discipline Report. For all three

build alternatives, there are no feasible mitigation measures to reduce

further traffic noise levels because the surface streets provide local

access to downtown and the waterfront throughout the central

waterfront. To be effective, noise barriers would have to block access to

the surface streets. Please refer to Appendix F, Noise Discipline Report,

of the Final EIS for additional details.

Other Program elements, such as the Surface Alaskan Way/Elliott

Western Connector, would go through an enviromental evaluation, and

would be evaluated for mitigation measures.

 

L-002-007

Land use changes in the South portal area would primarily consist of

relatively small property acquisitions that would be for transportation use.

Proposed land use changes south of Downtown are discussed in section

4.3 of Appendix G, Land Use Discipline Report. Overall, the south portal

area would experience substantial improvement that would benefit

motorists and pedestrians, as well as providing improved accessibility to

land uses.

 

L-002-008

Appendix G, Land Use Discipline Report, of the Final EIS describes land

uses in the south to include retail, office, terminal/warehouse, residential,

parking and recreational/entertainment in the Pioneer Square portion;

and waterfront terminal/warehouse, and recreational/entertainment uses

in the Greater Duwamish MIC portion. The analysis of potential changes

in land use considers that that the Port of Seattle's Terminal 46 shipping

container terminal would be affected during construction. Operational

benefits would include increased east-west connectivity between the
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historic Pioneer Square and Greater Duwamish MIC neighborhoods, and

enhance the accessibility to existing land uses, such as waterfront

businesses.

 

L-002-009

The Lenora Street pedestrian bridge would not be removed and is

expected to remain in operation during most of the viaduct demolition

duration. Access to the bridge would be temporarily disrupted during the

demolition activities in that area. See Chapter 6 of the Final EIS for more

discussion of construction effects on recreational resources.

Final EIS Appendix H, Social Resources, also acknowledges that bicycle

and pedestrian facilities in the vicinity of the port may be obstructed

during construction.

 

L-002-010

The description of the Port Side pedestrian/bike trail in Appendix D,

Visual Quality has been updated in this Final EIS. References to

Terminal 37 have been deleted.

 

L-002-011

The lead agencies have coordinated continuously over the last several

years, and will continue to work with the Port of Seattle as design and

construction progresses. Please see the Final EIS Appendix B,

Alternatives Description and Construction Methods. Section 3.1.1 of

Appendix B details the construction staging sites, and the proposed

activities on the construction staging activities on the Port of Seattle's

facilities, including Terminals 106, 25, and 46. Chapter 6 of the Final EIS

also gives updated information on construction staging sites and

construction activities for the south portal of the Bored Tunnel

Alternative.
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Construction activities could be managed to avoid and minimize

impediments to vehicle access to the marine cargo area of Terminal 46.

Increased truck traffic along the E. Marginal Way S. haul route could

result in travel delays for north-south traffic and could result in traffic

congestion at the points of vehicle access to the marine cargo area of

Terminal 46 and Colman Dock. Use of E. Marginal Way S. as a haul

route also could affect other marine, industrial, and water-dependent

uses west of E. Marginal Way S., including Terminals 25 and 30. In

addition, access to the U.S. Coast Guard facility at Pier 36 and existing

business locations between Pier 36 and Terminal 30 could be affected.

Please refer to Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report,

for additional discussion of detours and potential traffic impacts.

 

L-002-012

Mitigation measures will be in place to help keep traffic moving during

construction as describe in Chapter 8 of the Final EIS and in

Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report. With the preferred Bored

Tunnel Alternative, access to and from SR 99 in the north end will be

provided near Harrison and Republican Streets. The City of Seattle is

leading the Mercer West Project that will provide improvements between

Elliott Avenue W. and Fifth Avenue N. The Mercer West Project is

expected to be completed before the bored tunnel opens and the Elliott

and Western Avenue ramps are demolished.

 

L-002-013

Access to businesses will be maintained throughout construction.

Temporary access limitations and any required changes to access

during construction will be mitigated to the extent practicable and in

conjunction with the affected businesses and residents. Access during

construction for businesses and residences will continue to be

addressed through on-going evaluation of effects during construction.

The project will continue coordination and mitigation activities with
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business and residential stakeholders, freight/delivery companies, the

Port of Seattle, neighborhood groups, and other affected groups. Refer

to Chapter 8 of the Final EIS for parking mitigation strategies.

 

L-002-014

With the Bored Tunnel construction staging, the southbound Elliott

Avenue on-ramp would be an add lane forming 3 lanes on SR 99.  The

third lane would be dropped just north of the Columbia Avenue

southbound on-ramp.  Please see the Final EIS and Appendix C,

Transportation Discipline Report.

 

L-002-015

WSDOT will be preparing a construction traffic management plan for the

selected alternative that includes more localized mitigation measures as

construction plans are refined. Impacts to train operations will be

minimized. Please see the Final EIS, Chapter 8 Mitigation for additional

information on mitigation.

 

L-002-016

Some streets from S. King Street to Battery Street would experience

periodic closures to support the viaduct demolition. Localized mitigation

measures will be developed as construction details are refined. A

construction traffic management plan will be prepared to ensure that

construction effects on local streets, property owners, and businesses

are minimized. The traffic management plan will include procedures for

identifying and incorporating the needs of those affected by the project,

specifically, but not limited to, the Port of Seattle. Please see Chapter 6

of the Final EIS, Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report as well as

the Final EIS, Chapter 8 Mitigation.

 

L-002-017

Some streets adjacent to the viaduct from S. King Street to Battery
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Street would experience periodic closures to support the viaduct

demolition.  Localized mitigation measures will be developed as

construction details are refined.  We understand the need to maintain a

route for over-legal vehicles and will work with the City of Seattle to

ensure one is maintained throughout construction to the extent

practicable. A construction traffic management plan will be prepared to

ensure that construction effects on local streets, property owners, and

businesses are minimized.  The traffic management plan will include

provisions to provide continuous access to truck routes.  Please see

Chapter 6 of the Final EIS, Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report

as well as the Final EIS, Chapter 8 Mitigation.

 

L-002-018

Chapter 6 of the Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report

summarizes the construction stage that was assumed for the analysis

(Traffic Stage 7). Actual staging will be developed further and revised as

construction plans are refined. Timing for the closure of SR 99 to switch

traffic from the existing route to the bored tunnel would be determined

based on a variety of factors. The lead agencies will continue to

coordinate with the Port of Seattle and other stakeholders in the freight

community as the project progresses.

 

L-002-019

Mitigation of construction effects is discussed in Chapter 8, Mitigation of

the Final EIS. Please refer to the mitigation sections in Appendix F,

Noise Discipline Report, and Appendix M, Air Quality Discipline Report,

for additional mitigation details. 

 

L-002-020

Construction activities proposed for Terminal 46 would be related to

materials and spoils transshipment and would include erecting and

operating a conveyance system for transferring material/spoils onto
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barges. Spoils would be removed though the south portal area using

conveyors or pipes and transported to a staging area for stockpiling

before being transported by truck or barge to the disposal site. The

design and construction of the conveyance system will be determined by

the Design-Builder. Appendix B, Alternatives Description and

Construction Methods Discipline Report, provides more detail on the

construction process. The Lenora Street pedestrian bridge would not be

removed and is expected to remain in operation during most of the

viaduct demolition duration. Access to the bridge would be temporarily

disrupted during the demolition activities in that area. Access to the T-46

administration building would also be maintained. Please refer to

Appendix L, Economics Discipline Report for a discussion of issues

related to business impacts.

 

L-002-021

Chapter 7 of the Final EIS explains cumulative effects of the Bored

Tunnel Alternative when combine with the effects of other Program

elements. This includes the Elliot/Western Connector - Pike Street to

Battery Street. Long-term, this project would have a positive cumulative

effect on land use in Seattle. Appendix C, Transportation Discipline

Report, presents additional information on expected trip distributions,

levels of service, and traffic conditions during construction.  Additional

information regarding potential effects on businesses is provided in

Appendix L, Economics Discipline Report.

 

L-002-022

The Lenora Street pedestrian bridge would not be removed and is

expected to remain in operation during most of the viaduct demolition

duration. Access to the bridge would be temporarily disrupted during the

demolition activities in that area. Chapter 6 of the Final EIS contains this

information.

 

SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project

Final EIS - Appendix T 2010 Comments and Responses July 2011



L-002-023

Any potential discovery of cultural materials at T-46 is addressed in the

Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement and in Appendix I, Historic,

Cultural and Archaeological Discipline Report, of the Final

EIS. Investigation of this area at this time would potentially expedite

rather than impede the Port's future activities as the cultural resources

would have to be addressed at that time.   

 

L-002-024

The Final EIS and Appendix O, Surface Water Discipline Report, have

been updated to discuss the potential use of Port of Seattle facilities

during construction and the need to coordinate with the Port regarding

existing permit conditions.

The lead agencies are aware that a NPDES construction permit(s) from

the Washington State Department of Ecology may be required for this

project, as discussed in Chapter 8 of the Final EIS. The need for this

permit will be determined during the permitting phase of the project (after

the build alternative is selected in the Record of Decision).

 

L-002-025

The effects of land use changes as a result of using existing waterfront

facilities for project activities are addressed in the Land Use Discipline

Report (Appendix G). As part of agreement with the Port for use of T-46

WSDOT will mitigate for the use of the space on the north section of T-

46. It is likely that there are some activities the contractor will be required

to do (such as lay a concrete path for hides storage, construct a crane

maintenance building, among others). Additionally, it is likely the

contractor would demo the north 50 feet of an existing building on T-46

to allow entrance to the terminal and provide a path for the conveyor.

Finally, following construction, the contractor will be required to

restoresections of the T-46 to its pre-project condition. No in-water work

is proposed as part of the project.
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It is expected that any environmental permits needed by the contractor,

would require the implementation of BMPs to prevent the spillage of

excavation material into the water. It is also expected that the BMPs

described in the Surface Water Discipline Report (Appendix O) would

also be implemented at these waterfront facilities to prevent effects of

surface water runoff from entering Elliott Bay and impacting water quality

conditions. These permits would also include appropriate mitigation for

the effects of process on aquatic habitat or species.

 

L-002-026

Effects and mitigation measures related to high pH soils are included in

Appendix Q, Hazardous Materials Discipline Report, of the Final

EIS. Handling of spoils and related sediment transport are discussed in

Appendix Q as well as Appendix O, Surface Water Discipline Report, of

the Final EIS. Effects and mitigation measures related to use of tiebacks,

ground improvement and other features at the east margin of Terminal

46 are discussed in Appendix P, Earth Discipline Report of the Final

EIS. The exact locations of potential tiebacks and ground improvement

will be determined during final design of the project and therefore cannot

be provided in the Final EIS level studies. WSDOT will continue to

coordinate with the Port during final design to address Terminal 46

operations during construction. Specific information cannot be provided

in the Final EIS.

Potentially contaminated soils will likely not be re-used as fill on the

project. Most of the soils are not suitable for use as fill because they

contain too many fine particles, are too wet, or contain other debris. The

use of existing soil as fill will be determined during final design and

construction. Most of the spoils would likely require off-site disposal.
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L-002-027

Agreements with the Port for WSDOT work done on their property would

be developed to identify WSDOT’s responsibility for identification,

management and disposal of hazardous materials encountered during

the construction activities.

 

L-002-028

We appreciate the comments you have provided on these projects here

and in your other comment letter. All of these projects (except for S.

Holgate Street to S. King Street Viaduct Replacement, which is under

construction) are being led by the City of Seattle and are considered as

part of the cumulative effects analysis for this project. This analysis for all

of the build alternatives is provided in Chapter 7 of this Final EIS.

WSDOT will continue to coordinate with the Port to maintain essential

conditions for freight mobility and minimizing construction effects as

construction of the S. Holgate to King Street project progresses.
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