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The Final EIS Chapter 1, Introduction, describes the Purpose and Need

for the project and one of several purposes is to provide capacity for

automobiles, freight, and transit to efficiently move people and goods to

and through downtown Seattle. All of the alternatives have been

evaluated based on their ability to meet the Purpose and

Need. Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, addresses the

importance of the viaduct as a transportation corridor. It also covers

issues related to capacity, local access, mobility, and transit service for

each build alternative. Please refer to the Final EIS for current

information.

The buildings and structures (both historic and non-historic) along the

alignment have been inspected and evaluated by structural engineers.

The construction process includes the monitoring of potentially

affected buildings and structures before, during and after tunneling. This

will enable any settlement impacts to be detected immediately so that

they can be prevented or minimized. If damage does occur to historic

buildings, it will be repaired according to the Secretary of the Interior's

Standards for Rehabilitation of Historic Properties. The potentially

affected buildings that have been identified for monitoring and the

monitoring plan are discussed in Chapter 6 of Final EIS Appendix I,

Historic, Cultural and Archaeological Discipline Report.
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