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C-013-001

Changes made to the project's purpose and need statement in 2010 did
not serve to narrow the scope of concepts that could be considered.
Instead the changes that were made allowed for a broader scope of
solutions to be considered. The purpose and need statement presented
in the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS stated "the project will maintain or
improve mobility, accessibility, and traffic safety for people and goods
along the existing Alaskan Way Viaduct Corridor..." This purpose
indicated that mobility must be maintained or improved. The project's
current purpose and need statement is less restrictive by stating that it
will provide a facility that "provides capacity for automobiles, freight, and
transit to efficiently move people and goods to and through downtown
Seattle". An important difference between the two purposes is that the
earlier purpose statement required mobility to be maintained or
improved, the updated purpose statement is focused on providing
capacity to efficiently move people and goods to and through downtown
Seattle, but it doesn't specify that existing capacity must be maintained.
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C-013-002

The 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS does consider a surface transit hybrid
concept, in addition to other possible replacement solutions for replacing
the viaduct. For reasons discussed on pages 53 through 58 of the 2010
Supplemental Draft EIS, the surface and transit concept, in addition to
several other concepts were screened out for further evaluation in the
EIS as potential build alternatives. The lead agencies completed
additional traffic analysis beyond the work done as part of the
Partnership Process to confirm the rationale for screening out the
surface and transit hybrid concept. The additional analysis confirmed the
lead agencies' rationale for not evaluating this concept further. Details of
that traffic analysis were provided in Attachment A of the 2010
Supplemental Draft EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report. In
addition, the Final EIS Appendix W, Screening Reports, includes the
updated Surface and Transit Scenario Year 2030 Analysis Results.

The Stakeholder Advisory Committee that was involved in the
Partnership Process was a group that was created to inform the
recommendation that came in January 2009 Governor Gregoire, former
City of Seattle Mayor Nickels, and former King County Executive Sims.
The Stakeholder Advisory Committee was convened as an advisory
body. The recommendation to replace the central waterfront portion of
the viaduct with a bored tunnel came from Governor Gregoire, former
City of Seattle Mayor Nickels, and former King County Executive Sims
as a result of the work done as part of the Partnership Process. The
alternatives development process is described in Chapter 2 of this Final
EIS.

C-013-003

The Final EIS contains a discussion explaining how the preferred
alternative meets the project's purpose and need. In response to your
comments, the Bored Tunnel Alternative does provide access both
through and to and from downtown. Access to downtown from SR 99
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and from downtown to SR 99 are provided near S. King Street in the
south and near Harrison Street in the north. Details about how these
access point to and from downtown serve a variety of travel modes,
including transit are provided in the Final EIS and Appendix C,
Transportation Discipline Report.

Transit currently does not use SR 99/the viaduct to travel through
downtown and that trend is expected to continue well into the future as
discussed in both the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS and the Final EIS.
The Bored Tunnel Alternative proposes a variety of transit improvements
to support transit access to and from downtown Seattle. In addition,
transit enhancements are proposed as part of the Alaskan Way Viaduct
and Seawall Replacement Program as discussed in Chapter 2 of the
Final EIS.

C-013-004

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle believe that the 2010
Supplemental Draft EIS does adequately consider significant impacts.
The 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS and this Final EIS both describe
potential effects to air quality, noise, visual quality, historical and cultural
preservation, parking, and vehicular traffic per requirements under the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the State Environmental
Policy Act (SEPA).

C-013-005

Chapter 9 in the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS discussed the possibility
of tolling and effects if tolls were applied to the Bored Tunnel Alternative.
In addition, a detailed tolling analysis has been conducted for all
alternatives and is presented in this Final EIS. Please refer to

Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, for additional detailed
analysis of tolling impacts to transportation elements.
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C-013-006

Analysis of traffic patterns for vehicles accessing ramps to and from
SR 99 in the stadium area show that vehicles would disperse onto
several streets such as S. Royal Brougham Way, Alaskan Way, First
Avenue, Fourth Avenue, etc. Because traffic downtown, in Pioneer
Square and on the waterfront is controlled by signals, it is not anticipated
that the increased volume will affect the pedestrian character nor will it
make it more difficult to walk to shops or restaurants. Please see the
Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report for the
transportation analysis (both tolled and non-tolled) with further
information on anticipated traffic volumes and roadway and intersection
performance.

C-013-007
A detailed tolling analysis has been conducted for all alternatives and is
described in this Final EIS.

C-013-008

A detailed tolling analysis has been conducted for all alternatives and is
described in this Final EIS. Please refer to Appendix F, Noise Discipline
Report, for additional detailed analysis of tolling impacts to noise
elements.

C-013-009

This Final EIS and its Appendix F, Noise Discipline Report do evaluate
the noise effects of diverted traffic in their measurement of "loudest hour
of noise conditions" described for all three build alternatives as tolled
facilities. Please refer to Appendix F and Appendix C, Transportation
Discipline Report for detailed discussions and tables relating to peak
hour traffic and the related noise effects.
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C-013-010

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments and recognize your preference for the Bored Tunnel
Alternative to be evaluated as a tolled facility. The build alternatives are
evaluated both with and without tolls in the Final EIS. The Tolling Re-
evaluation Memo is included as Appendix X of the Final EIS, and
Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, for additional detailed
analysis of tolling impacts to transportation elements.
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