
C-014-001

The analysis conducted for the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS and the

Final EIS consider transportation impacts for the year 2040. The detailed

discussion of how the the Puget Sound Regional Council's

Transportation 2040 plan was considered in our analysis is discussed in

Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report. The year 2030 was used

as the transportation horizon year because a 20-year planning horizon is

consistent with FHWA and WSDOT's analysis and planning efforts for

our projects.  It is also consistent with other transportation work being

done in the region (such as the SR 520 and I-405 corridors) and the

state. 
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C-014-002

Estimates for the potential direct emissions of greenhouse gases under

the build alternatives are provided in the Final EIS and Appendix R,

Energy Disipline Report. All of the build alternatives would result in a

decrease in greenhouse gas emissions, compared to the Viaduct Closed

(No Build Alternative).

State agencies are to meet these greenhouse gas emission limits over

time, but individual projects are not obliged to prove consistency with

RCW 70.235 as asserted in this comment.
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C-014-003

The law setting the VMT benchmarks directs WSDOT to “adopt broad

statewide goals to reduce annual per capita vehicle miles traveled by

2050 consistent with the stated goals of executive order 07-02. The state

law does not require individual projects to set VMT reductions. WSDOT

is working on this task and related tasks in Executive Order 09-05 in

conjunction with a working group established for this purpose because

the cumulative greenhouse gas impacts of transportation projects are

best addressed at a system-wide level where multiple projects can be

analyzed in aggregate, such as in regional transportation plans. This

project is included in PSRC’s Regional Transportation Plan,

Transportation 2040, which considered greenhouse gas emissions along

with other transportation objectives.

The VMT reduction law enacted in 2008 refers to a report detailing

strategies to meet the law. This report was released in January 2011.

Although the report does not identify specific requirements any project

must implement, the potential approaches identified in Appendix D of the

report indicate that strategies are being investigated at the regional and

state level rather than on a project-by-project basis. For further

information regarding sustainable transportation practices at WSDOT

please refer to the WSDOT website.

 

C-014-004

Changes made to the project's purpose and need statement in 2010 did

not serve to narrow the scope of concepts that could be considered.

Instead the changes that were made allowed for a broader scope of

solutions to be considered. The purpose and need statement presented

in the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS stated "the project will maintain or

improve mobility, accessibility, and traffic safety for people and goods

along the existing Alaskan Way Viaduct Corridor..." This purpose

indicated that mobility must be maintained or improved. The project's

current purpose and need statement is less restrictive by stating that it
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will provide a facility that "provides capacity for automobiles, freight, and

transit to efficiently move people and goods to and through downtown

Seattle". An important difference between the two purposes is that the

earlier purpose statement required mobility to be maintained or

improved, the updated purpose statement is focused on providing

capacity to efficiently move people and goods to and through downtown

Seattle, but it doesn't specify that existing capacity must be maintained.
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