
I-009-001

The Final EIS Chapter 2, Alternatives Development, describes the

environmental documentation and alternatives analysis that occurred

prior to the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS, which included the

consideration of the I-5, Surface, and Transit Hybrid. This approach was

rejected because the lead agencies determined it lacked the capacity to

serve the long-term needs of the region.

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the

preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s identified

purposes and needs and the support that it has received from diverse

interests.

 

I-009-002

In the Surface and Transit Alternative, substantial delays would be

expected in the stadium area for northbound SR 99 traffic near S.

Atlantic Street where vehicles would transition from a limited-access

facility to an urban arterial with signalized intersections. Substantial

delays also would be expected in the area north of Denny Way for

southbound traffic at intersections along Aurora Avenue at Valley and

Roy Streets. More reasonable operations are predicted for many

intersections beyond these bottleneck intersections. The 2030

transportation analysis presented in the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS

Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report's Attachment A shows

operational benefits for the Bored Tunnel over the Surface and Transit

Alternative and compares the two alternatives. Updated analysis for the

Surface and Transit Scenario Year 2030 Analysis Results has been

included in Appendix W, Screening Reports, of the Final EIS.

 

I-009-003

The Final EIS Chapter 2, Alternatives Development, describes the

environmental documentation and alternatives analysis that occurred

prior to the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS, which included the I-5,
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Surface, and Transit Hybrid. This approach was seriously considered

during the Partnership Process, but was rejected because the lead

agencies determined it lacked the capacity to serve the long-term needs

of the region. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel

Alternative as the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the

project’s identified purposes and needs and the support that it has

received from diverse interests.

Because the I-5, Surface, and Transit Hybrid did not meet the purpose

and need for the project, detailed cost estimates were not prepared. 

Cost estimates for the alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS are:

Bored Tunnel – $1.96 billion•

Cut-and-Cover Tunnel – $3.0 to $3.6 billion•

Elevated Structure – $1.9 to $2.4 billion•

These cost estimates do include different elements. The Bored Tunnel

Alternative cost does not include replacing the seawall, improving the

Alaskan Way surface street, or building a streetcar. Costs for the Cut-

and Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives do not include

replacing the seawall between Union and Broad Streets. Please refer to

the Final EIS for current information.
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