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The purpose and need statement is included in Question 5 of Chapter 1,

Introduction, in the Final EIS. Chapter 2, Alternatives Development, of

the Final EIS describes the history of the project, including how the

purpose and need statement was updated and alternatives development.

Although costs are an important part of project planning and decision-

making, they are purposely not a major part of the environmental review

process. As provided in CFR 1502.23 “For purposes of complying with

the Act, the weighing of the merits and drawbacks of the various

alternatives need not be displayed in a monetary cost-benefit analysis

and should not be when there are important qualitative considerations.”

Overall project costs are included with the project description and are

used for the analysis of economic impacts.
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