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Thank you for your comment. Section 15030f the Safe, Accountable,
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users
(SAFETEA-LU), amended Title 23, Section 112(b)(3) to allow agencies
to award a design-build contract before NEPA is complete. However, the
design-builder cannot proceed beyond preliminary design until the
Record of Decision is issued, and the design-builder cannot be involved
in nor bias the NEPA process (Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23,
Section 636 [23 CFR 636]). The lead agencies are meeting all
procedural requirements for contracts on this project.
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