
I-093-001

It is true that with the Bored Tunnel Alternative, drivers on SR 99 would

no longer enjoy the panoramic views that are available from the existing

structure.  However, the views from the waterfront to the east would no

longer be obstructed by a very large concrete highway structure. 

Similarly, the views from downtown Seattle, including the Pike Place

Market and its many viewpoints to the west such as the Victor

Steinbrueck Park, would no longer include the intrusion of this busy

highway in the extensive views toward the west of Elliott Bay, the

islands, and the Olympic Mountains. 

 

I-093-002

The 2004 Draft EIS, 2006 and 2010 Supplemental Draft EISs, and Final

EIS acknowledge that the proposed project may result in opportunities

for redevelopment created by removing the viaduct. This may occur

under both the Bored Tunnel and Cut-and-Cover Alternatives. It is also

acknowledged that substantial changes would occur in the relationship

between the waterfront and upland properties leading to the downtown

core. To the extent that the existing viaduct has been perceived as a

barrier to waterfront uses, new development on vacant or under-used

property or redevelopment may take place around the new Alaskan Way

surface street. However, no development within the existing viaduct

right-of-way is proposed as part of the proposed project. It is anticipated

that any potential new development would be consistent with zoning

designations for this area.  This includes public open space.

Environmental documentation for the project has been prepared in

compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)(42

U.S.C. 4322(2)(c)) and the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)(Ch.

43.21 C RCW). Chapter 2, Alternatives Development, of the Final EIS

describes how the project began and the alternatives development

process, which included key decision points and public involvement.

Please refer to the Final EIS for current information.
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