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With the preferred Bored Tunnel, the southbound on-ramp at Columbia

Street and the northbound off-ramp at Seneca Street will be removed.

Traffic patterns are expected to alter slightly with removal of these

ramps, and the Alaskan Way surface street is expected to carry

additional traffic to and from the central business district. To provide

similar capacity levels as currently exists today, six lanes of traffic on the

Alaskan Way surface street are necessary south of Yesler Way. The

Bored Tunnel Alternative does not include the Alaskan Way surface

street as part of the project. Overall, it is expected that traffic that diverts

to use surface streets and I-5 will distribute based on available capacity

of these various roadways. At this time, there are no plans to

substantially increase capacity along I-5 through the downtown core.

Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, addresses capacity and

traffic safety issues. Please refer to the Final EIS for current information.

The Elliott Bay Seawall needs to be rebuilt or replaced because it is

deteriorating and vulnerable to earthquakes. However, the seismic

stability of a viaduct replacement along Seattle’s central waterfront does

not necessarily require that the seawall be rebuilt or replaced. The Cut-

and-Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives include replacing

the Elliott Bay Seawall because the alignments for these alternatives are

located in close proximity to the failing seawall, which if not repaired,

could compromise the seismic stability of the proposed cut-and-cover

tunnel or elevated structures proposed. The Bored Tunnel Alternative

proposes to construct a new tunnel inland; therefore, the failing seawall

does not have the potential to affect the seismic stability of this

alignment.

Additional King County Metro transit service will be provided as part of

construction mitigation. Improvements to the speed and reliability of

transit service will also be supported by the project and continue to be in

place after construction is completed. While some added travel time
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would be incurred by buses under the Bored Tunnel Alternative, transit

operations would still be maintained. The project would not be supporting

ongoing transit expansion following construction completion. However,

transit service enhancements are expected in downtown Seattle; for

example, Sound Transit light rail and commuter rail expansion under

Sound Transit 2 and the King County Metro RapidRide bus program.
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While the 2007 Advisory Vote was held in the City of Seattle, state

legislators have been actively involved in the alternatives development

for this project. In January 2009, the Washington State Governor, along

with the King County Executive and Seattle Mayor, recommended

replacing the central waterfront portion of the Alaskan Way Viaduct with

a bored tunnel. Later that year, the Washington state legislature passed

Senate Bill 5768, which urged the state to expedite environmental review

and authorized state funds for the bored tunnel.

In addition, with the publication of each EIS for this project, the public,

not just those who live in Seattle, were invited to comment on the project.

These comments have been reviewed and responded to in the Final EIS

Appendix S, 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses, and

Appendix T, 2010 Comments and Responses. In general, public input

has been accepted throughout the life of the project via the project's

website and email address.

The viaduct section of State Route 99 is a main north-south route

through Seattle, carrying more than 100,000 vehicles per day. Many

commuters and industries, particularly the Port of Seattle, depend on this

vital corridor as an alternative to I-5. It is critical to regional mobility and

our local, regional and state economies. This is why it is important to

move forward and replace the seismically vulnerable viaduct.
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Thank you for your comment.
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Chapter 9 in the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS discussed the possibility

of tolling and effects if tolls were applied to the Bored Tunnel Alternative.

In addition, a detailed tolling analysis has been conducted for all

alternatives and is presented in this Final EIS. Please refer to

Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, for additional detailed

analysis of tolling impacts to transportation elements.
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The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the

preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s identified

purposes and needs and the support it has received from diverse

interests. Specifically, compared to the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and

Elevated Structure Alternatives, it avoids substantial closure of SR 99

during construction and it can be built in a shorter period of time than the

other two alternatives. Extended closure of SR 99 would be more

disruptive to Seattle and the Puget Sound region. Chapters 5

(Permanent Effects) and 6 (Construction Effects) in the Final EIS provide

a more in-depth comparison of trade-offs for the alternatives.
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