
B-005-001

The project team recognizes the ongoing concerns of the Seattle

Mariners and the Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium

Public Facilities District with respect to parking and we appreciate your

comments.  The Final EIS takes previous parking losses into account

with respect to the environmental documentation for the S. Holgate to S.

King Street Viaduct Replacement Project.  For instance, the S. Holgate

to S. King Street Viaduct Replacement Project assumed that 200 spaces

could be replaced on the WOSCA site.  Although those spaces are

currently gone, this Final EIS counts the 200 spaces as a removal

beyond that caused by the S. Holgate to S. King Street Viaduct

Replacement Project because they could have otherwise been replaced

at the completion of that project.

Although parking mitigation measures would be most needed during

construction, many of them could be retained and provide benefits over

the longer term. Specific parking mitigation strategies have not yet been

determined, but the project has allocated $30 million for parking

mitigation. The parking mitigation strategies will continue to evolve in

coordination with the project and community partners. Parking measures

under consideration are listed in Chapter 6 of the Transportation

Discipline Report (Appendix C of the Final EIS).
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B-005-002

Additional King County Metro transit service will be provided as part of

construction mitigation. While some added travel time would be incurred

by buses during construction, transit operations would still be

maintained. The project would not support ongoing transit expansion

after construction is completed. Improvements to the speed and

reliability of transit service will also be supported by the project and

continue to be in place after construction is completed. Following

construction of this project, transit service enhancements by other

agencies are expected in downtown Seattle; for example, Sound Transit

light rail and commuter rail expansion under Sound Transit 2 and the

King County Metro RapidRide bus program.

 

B-005-003

To maintain acceptable operation along the S. Atlantic Street corridor

(including Edgar Martinez Way) between E. Marginal Way and Interstate

I-90, the following limitations on the Bored Tunnel Alternative

construction haul traffic would be imposed:

AM and PM peak hour (6:00 to 9:00 am and 3:00 to 7:00pm on

weekdays) – Construction haul traffic entering and exiting the South

Portal area shall be limited to 15 trucks per hour in each direction.

•

Midday (9:00am to 3:00pm on weekdays) – Construction haul traffic

entering and exiting the South Portal area shall be limited to 30

trucks per hour in each direction.

•

Weekend event peaks (from 2 hours in advance to 1 hour following

a scheduled event with more than 15,000) – Construction haul traffic

entering and exiting the South Portal area shall be limited to 15

trucks per hour in each direction.

•
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B-005-004

Specific parking mitigation strategies have not yet been determined. 

One strategy under consideration is requiring a Construction Worker

Parking Management Plan for the general contractor that would

specifically address minimizing the negative effects of construction

workers seeking parking near the work sites. This plan would be

developed in conjunction with the contractor as construction plans are

refined. 

 

B-005-005

The lead agencies acknowledge the desire to establish during

construction of this project a traffic working group similar to the one

established for the S. Holgate to S. King Viaduct Replacement Project,

as referenced in this comment. Continued coordination will occur with

the Mariners and other affected businesses in the project area during

construction, but it has yet to be determined if that coordination would

include a working group. This is a decision that will be made closer to the

time of construction.
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B-005-006

Fewer than 300 parking spaces in the south portal area would be

affected during project construction compared to spaces currently

available.  The spaces already removed and accounted for in the S.

Holgate to S. King Street Viaduct Replacement Project environmental

documentation are considered, by definition, an existing condition for the

purposes of the analysis conducted for the Final EIS.

The parking spaces that could have been replaced after S. Holgate to S.

King Street Viaduct Replacement Project completion were accounted for

in the Supplemental Draft EIS and continue to be reflected in the Final

EIS.  The S. Holgate to S. King Street Viaduct Replacement Project

Environmental Assessment showed 794 parking spaces on the WOSCA

site that were affected by that project. Several hundred more spaces

were identified on the parcels to the south of WOSCA.  Approximately

200 parking spaces could have been replaced on WOSCA but are

precluded by the Bored Tunnel Alternative so have been counted as a

parking loss for the Bored Tunnel Alternative.
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B-005-007

As an on-going task for the overall planning and design effort, the project

team will continue to communicate and coordinate with the Mariners and

Seahawks organizations as well as the affected SODO businesses to

ensure that reasonable measures are in place to accommodate all trip

activities even during large sporting events. The proposed Stadium Area

ramp connections to/from the north would essentially relocate the

existing First Avenue S ramp connections to the frontage road at S.

Royal Brougham Way. Therefore, traffic volumes on S. Atlantic Street or

S. Royal Brougham Way east of First Avenue S. would not be expected

to substantially change, even for larger sporting events at Qwest Field or

Safeco Field. However, it is recognized that the revised SR 99

connections to/from the north and new SR 99 connections to/from the

south will result in changes in travel patterns, redirecting some traffic

from First Avenue S. to the frontage road and sections of S. Atlantic

Street and S. Royal Brougham Way west of First Avenue S. It is also

recognized that the removal of downtown ramps for the Project would

add traffic to the SODO area. Steps would be taken to develop a suite of

measures (detour routes, road closures plans, signage plans, etc.) that

may be used to address high concentrations of traffic during major

south-end events.

 

B-005-008

The lead agencies acknowledge that event goers arrive at Safeco Field

via several modes and transit is one component. Additional King County

Metro transit service will be provided as part of construction mitigation.

While some added travel time would be incurred by buses during

construction, transit operations would still be maintained. The project

would not support ongoing transit expansion after construction is

completed. Improvements to the speed and reliability of transit service

will also be supported by the project and continue to be in place after

construction is completed. Following construction of this project, transit

service enhancements by other agencies are expected in downtown
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Seattle; for example, Sound Transit light rail and commuter rail

expansion under Sound Transit 2 and the King County Metro RapidRide

bus program.

 

B-005-009

As documented in the Final EIS, fewer than 300 parking spaces in the

south portal area would be affected during project construction

compared to spaces currently available. Specific parking mitigation

strategies have not yet been determined, but the project has allocated

$30 million for parking mitigation.

The lead agencies acknowledge that event goers arrive at Safeco Field

via several modes and transit is one component. Additional King County

Metro transit service will be provided as part of construction mitigation.

While some added travel time would be incurred by buses during

construction, transit operations would still be maintained. The project

would not support ongoing transit expansion after construction is

completed. Improvements to the speed and reliability of transit service

will also be supported by the project and continue to be in place after

construction is completed. Following construction of this project, transit

service enhancements by other agencies are expected in downtown

Seattle; for example, Sound Transit light rail and commuter rail

expansion under Sound Transit 2 and the King County Metro RapidRide

bus program.
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