
C-024-001

Please see Chapters 5 (Permanent Effects) and 6 (Construction Effects)

in the Final EIS as well as Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report,

for a discussion of traffic effects. Chapter 8 of the Final EIS presents

potential mitigation measures and strategies. WSDOT will prepare a

traffic management plan, which will contain localized traffic mitigation

measures. These measures will be developed as construction details are

refined. 

 

C-024-002

The analyses regarding how tolls might be implemented as part of the

proposed action were preliminary for the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS

but have been updated for the Final EIS. They will be further refined

during final design through a joint planning effort (described below)

should the state legislature authorize tolls on the SR 99 Bored Tunnel.

The analysis in the Final EIS represents a conservative estimate of the

impacts of tolling the SR 99 Bored Tunnel. We anticipate that any effects

due to applying tolls to the SR 99 Bored Tunnel will be notably less than

those described in the Final EIS analysis.

Prior to a final decision about how the SR 99 Bored Tunnel would be

tolled, the Washington State Department of Transportation will be

working with the Seattle Department of Transportation and other

agencies to refine and optimize how to toll the SR 99 tunnel while

minimizing diversion of traffic to city streets and minimizing potential

effects to transit, bicycle, and pedestrian travel. WSDOT, with

cooperation from the City of Seattle, the Port of Seattle, and King

County, will establish a Tolling Advisory Committee to provide strategies

for minimizing diversion impacts. Chapter 8 of the Final EIS further

discusses the role and objectives of the Tolling Advisory Committee.

As part of the Bored Tunnel project and related projects, WSDOT and

partner agencies have or will implement several strategies that should
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reduce the effects of potential diversion. For example, both the south

and north portal configurations include bus priority lanes to provide

reliable travel times for SR 99 transit service into and out of downtown.

The streets that transition between SR 99 and the downtown street grid

are designed in a manner that meets the City’s Complete Street goals

and include treatments for pedestrians, bicycles, freight, and adjacent

land uses.

In advance of construction, WSDOT funded Intelligent Transportation

System (ITS) investments that provide improved signal operations and

travel time information on SR 99 and city streets such as 15th Avenue

NW that were likely to see increased volumes due to SR 99 construction

activities. These investments will have lasting value. Supplemental

transit services and transportation demand management were also

implemented with assistance from the City of Seattle and King County,

and these strategies can form the blueprint for future strategies.

 

C-024-003

The economic effects to freight were described in the 2010

Supplemental Draft EIS and Appendix L, Economics Discipline Report.

Travel time information is a more useful measure as the cost per minute

of travel will vary greatly for different freight users. Please refer to the

Final EIS Chapter 5, Permanent Effects, for an updated discussion of

freight and economic effects.

 

C-024-004

Overall construction impacts for each of the alternatives were

documented in Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report.

For environmental documentation purposes, the most constrained stage

of construction for traffic (other than the short closures of SR 99) was

analyzed quantitatively while the overall construction activities were

described qualitatively. During the viaduct demolition phase of the
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project, standard maintenance of traffic during construction plans would

be developed, communicated with the general public, and implemented.
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