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B-024-001

The ability to move freight efficiently in the Vancouver/Portland region is

critical to the overall health of our economy.  As such, the CRC project is

designed to improve freight mobility on I-5, as well as make it safer and

easier for trucks to get on and off I-5 to reach businesses and Port

facilities.  The Freight Working Group (FWG), comprised of

representatives of the Vancouver-Portland metropolitan area’s freight

industry, met 22 times throughout the DEIS and FEIS development

process to advise and inform the Columbia River Crossing project team

about freight issues. The group provided insight, observation, and

recommendation about the needs for truck access and mobility within the

corridor; characterized the horizontal and vertical clearances,

acceleration/deceleration, and stopping performance needs of trucks that

must be accommodated; and provided meaningful comments on the

effect of geometric, regulatory, and capacity changes on truck

movements in the corridor. See Chapter 3 (Section 3.1) of the FEIS for

detailed discussion of how the project increases freight mobility and

access along I-5 and in the region.

 

B-024-002

Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland

City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,

Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public

comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting

on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to
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carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia

River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland

to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians

and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists

today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and

pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.

 

B-024-003

Thank you for taking the time to sumbit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS. We agree that freight mobility is an critical issue for the Portland/

Vancouver area; and that this project is critical to future economic

development.

 

B-024-004

Please refer to Chapter 4 of the FEIS for a description of the current

plans for funding construction and operation of the LPA. This discussion

provides an updated assessment of likely funding sources for this

project, though it is not common practice to receive funding

commitments prior to completion of the alternative selection process. As

described in the FEIS, project funding is expected to come from a variety

of local, state, and federal sources, with federal funding and tolls

providing substantial revenue for the construction.  As Oregon and

Washington businesses and residents will benefit from the project’s

multi-modal improvements, both states have been identified as

contributors to the project.  As jurisdictions on both sides of the river

seek to encourage non-auto travel, tolls are not anticipated for bikes,

pedestrians, and transit users. Lastly, CRC assumes funds allocated to

other projects and purposes would remain dedicated to those projects

and purposes.
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B-024-005

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.

 

B-024-006

Many well coordinated TDM/TSM programs are already in place in the

Portland-Vancouver Metropolitan region and supported by agencies and

adopted plans. In most cases, the impetus for the programs is from

state-mandated programs: Oregon’s Employee Commute Options rule

and Washington’s Commute Trip Reduction law.

The physical and operational elements of the CRC project provide the

greatest TDM opportunities by promoting other modes to fulfill more of

the travel needs in the project corridor. These include: major new light

rail line in exclusive right-of-way, as well as express bus and feeder

routes; modern bicycle and pedestrian facilities that accommodate more

bicyclists and pedestrians, and improve connectivity, safety, and travel

time; park and ride lots and garages; and a variable toll on the highway

crossing.

In addition to these fundamental elements of the project, facilities and

equipment would be implemented that could help existing or expanded

TSM programs maximize capacity and efficiency of the system. These

include: replacement or expanded variable message signs or other

traveler information systems in the CRC project area; expanded incident

response capabilities; queue jumps or bypass lanes for transit vehicles

and other designated vehicles where multi-lane approaches are provided

at ramp signals for entrance ramps; and expanded traveler information

systems with additional traffic monitoring equipment and cameras.

The CRC project has crafted a multi-pronged TDM program to address

capacity demands during construction of the project. The program

promotes alternate modes of transportation for those crossing the bridge
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and includes increased carpool, vanpool and transit options and

promotion of pedestrian and bicycle trips.

 

B-024-007

The air quality evaluation presented in the DEIS assessed how

emissions would be expected to change by 2030 and how the project

would affect emissions of pollutants regulated by state and federal

standards as well as vehicle emissions that are not regulated. Oregon

and Washington, as well as the federal government, have established

ambient air quality standards for criteria pollutants. These standards are

based on human health risks. The DEIS evaluation included an analysis

demonstrating that the CRC project would allow the region to retain

conformity with state and federal air quality standards for relevant criteria

pollutants. See the Air Quality Technical Report for a detailed

explanation of the state and federal regulations concerning air quality

and the evaluation of how the project complies with relevant air quality

regulations. See Section 3.10 of the FEIS for an updated explanation of

the pollutants regulated by state and federal law.

The DEIS also evaluated how the project alternatives would affect

emissions of mobile source air toxins (MSATs) from I-5 traffic.  MSAT

emissions from vehicles are not currently regulated. The evaluation in

the DEIS found "that future (no-build or build) emissions of all pollutants

would be substantially lower than existing emissions for the region and

the subareas" (page 3-277). These reductions in emissions are largely

the result of on-going reductions in vehicle emissions that will occur with

or without the project, and are based on standard assumptions regarding

future vehicles and fuel.  The anticipated vehicle emission reductions are

based largely on regulation-driven improvements in fleet fuel efficiency

standards and cleaner gasoline and diesel fuels. Any extraordinary

improvements in fleet fuel efficiency or fuels would result in even greater

emission reductions.
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Projected reductions in vehicle fleet emissions would result in a 25% to

90% reduction in I-5 related criteria pollutant emissions over existing

conditions, even with the anticipated growth in population, employment

and VMT.  In addition, the build alternatives would provide small further

reductions in vehicle emissions at the regional level and for most

pollutants in each of the subareas along I-5. CO and NOx emissions

would be slightly higher with the project than with No-Build (but still lower

than existing conditions) in the I-5 subarea between the SR 14 and SR

500 interchanges, as discussed in DEIS Chapter 3 (Section 3.10) and

FEIS Chapter 3 (Section 3.10). The updated analysis conducted for the

FEIS resulted in very similar findings to those in the DEIS.

 

B-024-008

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.
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