
P-0811-001

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.

 

P-0811-002

Thank you for your comment. 

 

P-0811-003

Appendix D in the DEIS was generated using tax lot data provided by the

County Tax Assessors Office for spatial representation. Each tax lot is

associated with an address and ownership information, among other

pieces of property information. The floating homes impacted by the

alternatives analyzed in the DEIS were not captured in individual tax lot

boundaries as defined by the tax assessor and therefore were not listed

in Appendix D. There are certain properties that have not been assigned

addresses by the property assessor, and therefore state that there is "no

address available" for that property. This does not refer to floating homes

at JBMI.

Following the publication of the DEIS, CRC staff did additional outreach

and research to determine the addresses and personal Tax ID numbers

of the floating homes that would be displaced by the LPA. This

information is included in a separate table in Appendix D.
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P-0811-004

Appendix D of the DEIS included all real property acquisitions that would

be required to construct the DEIS Alternatives. It did not include personal

property acquisitions, such as floating homes, or and displacements.

Also see the response to comment -003.

 

P-0811-005

As mentioned in the response to comment -004, only real property

acquisitions, not personal property acquisitions or displacements, were

listed in Appendix D of the DEIS. The upland parcel associated with

JBMI lists "floating home facility" in the "Land Use" column.

 

P-0811-006

Functional replacements could occur for displaced public facilities in lieu

of payment. This does not apply to displaced residents. The Uniform Act

of 1970 (as amended) requires that the acquiring agency offer

comparable replacement housing that is “decent, safe, and sanitary”.

Comparable housing is clearly defined, and includes items such as the

number of bedrooms, the number of bathrooms, square footage and

general proximity to amenities, etc., but does not necessarily dictate that

residents displaced from floating homes be relocated to floating homes. 

 

P-0811-007

Indirect loss in value from proximity to the facility is not compensable if

there is no physical taking of property. However, there would likely be

little if any diminution in value to nearby remaining floating homes after

the project is completed.  The distance between the new bridges and

JBMI would create a reasonable setback, compared to what exists

today.
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P-0811-008

Thank you for providing this information. Just compensation for impacts

to JBMI facilities, such as impacts to access, parking, utilities, loss of

value from displaced residents and infrastructure, etc., will be

determined through the property acquisition process which includes at

least one appraisal by a qualified appraiser(s).

 

P-0811-009

Please see response to comment -008.

 

P-0811-010

Potential noise and vibration impacts that would result from the CRC

project (as well as mitigations) were disclosed in the Chapter 3 (Section

3.11) of the DEIS, and have been updated in Chapter 3 (Section 3.11) of

the FEIS. Regarding pollution, the CRC project is expected

to improve air quality and water quality relative to the No-Build

Alternative, as also discussed in Chapter 3 (Sections 3.10 and 3.14,

respectively).   

 

P-0811-011

The noise analysis in the DEIS assumed the river is at the highest

elevation. As the height of the sound walls are dependent on the

elevation of the receivers, and in this case, the height of the receivers

change with river level, this assumption identifies sound wall heights that

would provide sufficient noise attenuation at all river levels. This

assumption was added to the FEIS version of the Noise Technical

Report.

Additional noise monitoring is not necessary.  Noise monitoring is

conducted only to verify the accuracy of the noise model. The noise

impact analysis is performed using modeled levels, not measured

levels. 
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Based on modeling, noise levels at some floating homes in JBMI would

exceed FTA and/or FHWA criteria.  Mitigation has been evaluated for all

residences that would be impacted.  Decisions regarding where sound

walls will ultimately be constructed will be based on feasibility, cost

effectiveness, community input and other considerations.  For example,

visual and safety impacts are also part of the consideration.  Please see

the FEIS, Section 3. 11 for an updated analysis of impacts and

mitigation. 

 

P-0811-012

The notes from this meeting have been addressed as DEIS comments.

 

P-0811-013

The CRC project would include the construction of a transit bridge, as

well as collector-distributor ramps connecting the Hayden Island and

Marine Drive interchanges, over North Portland Harbor. No additional

bridge connecting Hayden Island to Oregon mainland is included as part

of the LPA.

 

P-0811-014

The Regional Multiple Listing Services, which provided much of the

housing data included in the DEIS and Acquisitions Technical Report,

reports median sale prices by geographical area, not housing type.

Gathering this information for floating homes specifically would require a

different methodology, which would be inconsistent with other data. For

the FEIS, project staff conducted additional research to estimate the

number of available replacement housing units for residents of floating

homes displaced by the project. This information, which is presented in

Section 3.3, provides a more accurate measure of relocation potential

than median floating home prices.
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All tables showing residential displacements in Chapter 3 of the DEIS

and the Acquisitions Technical report include the displaced floating

homes in JBMI. Footnote “b” in Exhibit 5-1 of the Acquisitions Technical

Report is a typo. Prior to publication, all tables were updated to reflect

the number of displaced floating homes.

As the impacted floating homes in JBMI are not associated with

individual tax lots, project staff created new shapes, based on aerial

photos to represent each floating home and the moorage facilities. As

similarly done with tax lots, these boundaries are highlighted on maps in

Section 3.3 of the FEIS to indicate the type and level of impact.

 

P-0811-015

It is unclear where the statement regarding Hayden Island originated,

however, it is true that no wetlands have been identified within the

project area on Hayden Island.

 

P-0811-016

Lotus Isle Park was not included in the Parks and Recreation section of

the DEIS as it was not expected to be affected by the build

alterantives. This park is discussed in Parks and Recreation Technical

Reports that support the DEIS and the FEIS.

 

P-0811-017

Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland

City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,
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Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public

comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting

on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to

carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia

River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland

to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians

and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists

today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and

pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.

 

P-0811-018

Please see response to comment -014.

Floating home displacements are included in the "residential

displacements" totals presented in Exhibits 3.3-4 through 3.3-7. Property

acquisitions on Hayden Island are included in the "total area of

acquisitions" totals in Exhibits 3.3-4 and 3.3-7.

The third paragraph in the "Oregon" section (page 3-105) describes the

number of floating homes that would be displaced with the replacement

and supplemental river crossing options.

The chart on page 3-11, Exhibit 3.3-13 includes acquisitions and

displacement for the entire project area, including Oregon.

Floating homes are mentioned numerous times in Section 3.3, and

throughout Chapter 3, not only in the mitigation section.
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Cannot identify Exhibits 3.5 through 3.8 that you refer to in your

comment.

 

P-0811-019

Please see response to comment -006.

 

P-0811-020

The CRC project team recognizes the challenges of displacing the

occupants of floating homes in North Portland Harbor, including JBMI.

Following the Record of Decision, and prior to the initiation of relocations

for this project, the acquiring agencies would complete detailed

relocation studies to identify specific problems associated with the

displacement of the floating home occupants. The study would evaluate

the availability of replacement housing and identify any adverse impacts

of displacement; and propose solutions to minimize those impacts. The

CRC project team would obtain available information from as many

sources as possible, including input from JBMI and the affected

occupants. At that time, the displacing agencies would determine the

most feasible approach for the relocation of the displaced residential

occupants.

 

P-0811-021

In the course of conversations with potentially affected property owners,

CRC staff received inquiries about the potential for constructing a new

marina to accommodate displaced floating homes. To better understand

issues related to new marina permitting and construction, project staff

conducted research on the development of marinas. This research found

likely challenges to developing a new floating home marina, including the

challenge of receiving permits through local jurisdictions and

environmental resource agencies. The project is not pursuing

construction of a floating home marina.
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P-0811-022

The acquiring agency will pay fair market value for each floating home

displaced from JBMI that cannot be relocated, including any

enhancement value of the owners JBMI membership (i.e., the slip value).

 

P-0811-023

Extensive technical and public review and input has been included in all

phases of the CRC project, from developing a purpose and need

statement, screening a wide variety of alternatives, and developing a

Draft and Final EIS. A supplemental draft is required if changes to

alternatives after the draft are substantial and/ or if there are new

significant impacts not previously discussed in the draft and/or there are

changes in laws or regulations after the draft. The DEIS identified

potential mitigation measures for all potentially significant as well as

many non-significant impacts, and the FEIS further analyzes and

develops mitigation measures and plans to a higher level of detail and

refinement. CEQ NEPA regulations (40 CFR 1502.9(c)) do not require

agencies to prepare a supplemental draft EIS just because an FEIS

includes refined alternatives and additional information. Such changes

are typical and expected in the planning process, and are consistent with

CEQ and FHWA NEPA regulations. Between publication of the DEIS

and FEIS, FTA and FHWA prepared three NEPA re-evaluations and a

documented categorical exclusion (DCE) to complete changes in the

project since the DEIS. The NEPA re-evaluations addressed the change

in the project from: 1) the 17th Street transit alignment, 2) the composite

deck truss bridge type, and 3) all other changes in design between the

DEIS and the FEIS. The DCE addressed the impacts from the track work

on the steel bridge.

Both agencies concluded from these evaluations that these changes and

new information would not result in any significant environmental impacts

that were not previously considered in the DEIS. For more information,

see Appendix O of the FEIS.
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P-0811-024

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.
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